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A poet recently confided in me 
that, after taking home a book 
from the library of Gerrit Lansing, 
he had laid it open on a table 
and let the pages fall open where 
they would to conjure the weight 
of Gerrit’s hand and divine which 
pages he had spent the most time 
reading. This catalog lacks the 
beautiful simplicity of that ges-
ture, but is likewise an attempt 
to describe in some small way 
the mind and hand behind the 
library, and the influence that both 
the library and the writer had on 
a certain tendency in American 
poetry. 

I never met Gerrit in person, but 
was an enthusiastic reader of his 
poetry and his little magazine Set, 
which launched an ongoing fas-
cination with little magazines as 
a site of collaborative presence. 
With its mixing of vernaculars and 
exploration of occult and hidden 

presences in the American land-
scape, Set, along with Measure 
and Aion, were unlike any other 
magazines before or since. 

Lansing belongs to a group of 
postwar American poets that 
explored occult influence in their 
work. The influence of the occult 
on poetry is not new, but this 
group of poets were involved in a 
project much different than their 
modernist predecessors. For  
Lansing, Jack Spicer, John  
Wieners, Steve Jonas, Edward 
Marshall, Diane di Prima, David 
Rattray, Robert Duncan, Audre 
Lorde, Kenneth Irby, Charles  
Olson and others, the occult pro-
vided an influence that opened a 
field in an America increasingly 
dictated by the power of capital-
ism and a politicized embodiment 
of transcendence that viewed 
the human body as suspect, in 
need of control. Perhaps it is no 

Forward. The Immanent Library

“All the power of magic is founded upon Eros. 
The work of Magic works is to bring things  
together through their inherent similarity.” 

– Marsilio Ficino, De Amore.

“Nunquam sine phantasmate intelligit anima.” 

– Aristotle, trans. William of Moerbecke.

“the world of the law
 is liberty, a book: 

liber - - - legis.

a writ is a route.”
 

– Gerrit Lansing, The Soluble Forest.

surprise then that a remarkable 
number of poets on this list were 
gay or queer and began from 
forbidden ground. A remarkable 
number of them were connected 
to the city of Boston, and an even 
wider number had a relationship 
to Lansing and his library. 

Some of this influence is direct 
and visible. Charles Olson’s influ-
ential reading-list poem Bridge-
work thanks Lansing [Item no. 71 
is the dedication copy of the first 
appearance of the work]. As David 
Rich points out in the afterward 
to Arcana, Stephen Jonas’ tarot 
poems were likely informed by 
Lansing’s library. The associa-
tion copies in Lansing’s library 
are a beautiful testament to his 
influence. There is a more gen-
eral sense, harder to define, that 
Lansing’s work and library haunt 
so much of the best poetry of the 
past few decades. 

I’ll never forget the first time I saw 
the library. I’d arrived at the house 
on a grey winter’s day to meet 
my old friend David Abel, at work 
in the archive. As David led me 
through the book-lined rooms, I 
felt a sadness that I hadn’t met 
Gerrit, followed by a strange sense 
of movement in the stillness of 
the library. It felt like that indefinite 
space that begins after recogniz-
ing a passage of music, but before 
being able to name it. Perhaps it 
is a brute intuition of the sheer 
array of correspondences that the 
library holds, vast distances  
made local.  

The scope and variety of Gerrit’s 
library was vast, and it did contain 
works that might have helped the 

poet in the first paragraph - works 
on bibliomancy, stichomancy, 
rhapsodomancy, sortes, and many 
other subjects. Reading through 
Gerrit’s library could make one an 
exceedingly well-informed heretic, 
yet the power of it was something 
greater. Libraries can have their 
own genius loci, as powerful a 
sense of place as New York or 
Alexandria. This is especially true 
with a the library of a reader or 
practitioner, and the signs of wear 
in such a library, each annota-
tion, each cocked spine and the 
lean of each board, each stain or 
mark becomes the impression of 
a subtle geometry of the library’s 
place in the world. Gerrit’s library 
seethes with life. It opens routes. 

I chose a life in bookselling be-
cause of the freedom it offered. 
I was an apostate from a certain 
sect of ecstatic Christianity, and 
also academia. When I left the 
first, and abandoned glossolalia, 
I felt as if I had lost my language. 
When I left academia I feared I 
had lost a community of the book. 
Bookselling seemed to offer an 
intellectual freedom that was 
eclectic, sensual, and offered the 
prospect of serendipity in a world 
that each day becomes further 
narrowed by algorithms. Gerrit’s 
library was the furthermost exam-
ple of this freedom that I’ve yet 
encountered, and cataloguing it 
has been one of my greatest joys 
as a bookseller. If this catalog can 
convey even only a small sugges-
tion of its power, than I offer it in 
tribute to Gerrit. Thank you.

– Adam Davis



Part I. The Occult

1.
De occulta philosophia libri tres.
Heinrich Cornelius Agrippa  
[1486-1535].

[Cologne]: [Johannes Solter], 
1533. First combined edition. 4to, 
[xii], cclxi pp. [numerous errors 
in pagination, including p. 4 here 
misnumbered as III, indicating 
that this perhaps is an earlier 
state than the Jung copy, which 
incorporates the correction - 
also p. xxii misnumbered as xxiiii, 
cclxiv misnumbered as cclxii, 
clxi misnumbered as clx, clxxvii 
misnumbered as clxxvi, ccx-ccxi 
misnumbered as ccviii-ccix and 
carried foreward, p. cclxi mis-
numbered as cclxiii, and cclxiv
misnumbered as cclxii, but  
complete and consecutive.  

Bound in early pigskin, with  
extensive decorative blind- 
stamping, raised in four bands at 
the spine, with remnants of  
a broken metal clasp to the fore 
edge of both boards. Rear board 
detached, but present. Boards 
heavily darkened, worn, and 
stained, with the upper 2” of the 
leather at head of spine missing, 
and with tidemarking, chipping, 
and staining within, including 
several faint burn marks.

Extensively annotated through-
out, in English, Latin, and one 
language we’ve been unable to 
identify. With numerous pasted 
in additions, both in manuscript 
and with pages taken from other, 
later publications, including a 
number of holograph passages 
and symbols on sheets of paper 
that have been pasted into blank 
portions of pages, including a 
gracefully drawn lamen of the 
Archangel Michael on a circular 
sheet of paper which has been 
pasted onto the last page  
beneath the conclusion of the 
text. On the detached rear board, 
facing the lamen, there is a hand-
written table of the names of 
spirits and planets governing  
the hours of the day and night. 
Given that the handwritten text 
extends to the very edge of the 
left margin, these annotations 
were likely made after the board 
was detached, or the board 
was detached for that purpose. 
Though not here attributed, 
both the hand drawn lamen and 
the angel chart appear to be 
based upon the instructions of 
Agrippa’s teacher Trithemius of 
Sponheim for drawing spirits 
into crystal, as they appear in 

the English translation by Frances 
Barrett in the second book of  
The Magus.

Provenance: armorial stamp of 
Comte Colonna Walewski to title 
page, bearing the family motto
“Usque ad Fines,” and two older, 
indecipherable latin phrases.
The first combined edition of  
this foundational work of The  
Renaissance, originally written 
from 1509-1510 while Agrippa 
studied with Trithemius of  
Sponheim. Portions of the work 
circulated in manuscript un-
til this combined publication, 
which quickly found disfavor by 
the forces of the Inquisition. The 
books are a remarkable and clear 
synthesis of magical thought in-
formed by the prior work of  
Ficino, Pico, Reuchlin and  

others, systemized under  
the influence of Kabbalah and 
Neo-Platonism.

This copy once belonged to 
Count Walewski, who became 
a teacher to Gerrit Lansing and 
Harry Smith shortly after the two 
met in the early 1950’s. Walewski 
was one of the more mysteri-
ous figures in the mid-twentieth 
century esoteric underground, 
best known in his lifetime as the 
proprietor of the antiquities shop 
Esoterica. He belonged to a prom-
inent European family, the Colon-
na-Walewski’s, descended from 
Napoleon through an illegitimate 
child. According to a 1947 news 
article, Walewski had the largest 
library relating to demonology in 
America, though we’ve not been 
able to determine the current 
whereabouts of his library.

The only book that Walewski 
published under his own name 
was A System of Caucasian Yoga, 
published by Charles Muses 
under his New Falcon imprint 
in the year of Walewski’s death. 
The work is a facsimile of an 
illustrated manuscript made by 
Walewski, translated by him into 
English from the Russian and 
Persian dictation, which the editor 
claims was dictated to him in the 
Caucasian Mountains before the 
1920’s by two initiates “of a rarely 
encountered secret society, which 
combined indigenous doctrines 
and those of yoga with teachings 
stemming from a mystical tradi-
tion of ancient Zoroastrianism.” 
The work has been translated into 
several languages, and remains 
influential in certain circles.



The extensive annotations and pasted-in sections suggest that 
the book was an object of use as much as an object of reference 
by Walewski and prior owners, and perhaps Lansing, Smith, and  
others. A battered, transformed grimoire of the counter-culture.

2. 
The Life of Henry Cornelius  
Agrippa von Nettesheim:  
Doctor and Knight, Commonly 
Known as a Magician.  
Complete in Two Volumes.
[Heinrich Cornelius Agrippa]  
Henry Morley.

London: Chapman & Hall, 1856. 
First edition. Volume 1: 8vo, xii, 
[2], 304 pp. + 12 pp. ads. Volume 
2: vi, 332 pp. Both volumes bound 
in the original publisher’s deco-
ratively blind-stamped red cloth, 
with gilt titles to spine. Early  
ownership signature to the fep 
and verso of title page in Vol. 1, 
and to the fep of Vol. 2. Spines 
lightly faded, with some bump-
ing to extremities and touch of 
fraying to spine ends, and some 
innocuous small ink droplets to 
the boards of vol. 1. Very good.

The first edition of the work which 
was instrumental in spreading the 
legend of Agrippa in 19th century 
Britain. Henry Morley turned 
to writing after his early failure as 
an apothecary. In 1850 he was  
invited to London by Charles 
Dickens to become the editor of 
Household Words, and later All 
The Year Round. His life of  
Agrippa was the third biography 
he wrote, and concludes a  
trilogy of accounts of the life of 
16th century scholars which  
began with Palissy and Cardan.

3.  
Jacob Behmen’s Theosophick 
Philosophy Unfolded. In Divers 
Considerations and Demon- 
strations, Shewing the Verity and 
Utility of the Several Doctrines 
or Propositions

Contained in the Writings of 
that Divinely Instructed Author. 
Also, the Principal Treatises of 
the Said Author Abridged. And 
Answers Given to the Remainder 
of the 177 Theosophick Ques-
tions, Propounded by the Said 
Jacob Behmen, Which were Left 
Unanswered by Him at the Time 
of His Death. As a Help Towards 
the Better Understanding the Old 
and New Testament. Also What 
Man is With Respect to Time and 
Eternity. Being an Open Gate 
to the Greatest Mysteries. With 
a Short Account of the Life of 
Jacob Behmen.
[Jacob Boehme] Edward Taylor.



London: Printed for Tho.  
Salusbury, 1691. 8vo, [xii], 434,  
[8] pp, rebacked in calf, with 
earlier spine partially preserved, 
raised in five bands with gilt-ruled 
compartments. Lacking the 
portrait frontispiece, as often. 
Trimmed a bit tight at upper 
margin, with the edges of the text 
block marbled at a later date. 
Some tidemarking throughout, 
and a small chip missing from 
lower tip of frontispiece with 
some minimal loss.

A sound example of the only 
edition of this early anthology of 
Boehme’s works to be translated
into English, 67 years after his 
death - an important early edition 
for raising awareness of his work 
in English.

The publisher’s preface notes 
that Taylor was a gentleman living 
in Dublin and a good protestant, 
but gives no other biographical 
details, and his life remains some-
what of a cipher. Taylor’s text 
stresses the prelapsarian androgy-
ny of Adam. Gibbons notes Taylor 
as being one of the more con-
servative interpreters of Boehme’s 
thought with regards to gender.

4. 
The Mystery of Space: A Study 
of the Hyperspace Movement 
in the Light of the Evolution of 
New Psychic Faculties and An 
Inquiry into the Genesis and  
Essential Nature of Space.
Robert P. Browne.

New York: E.P. Dutton, 1919. First 
edition. 8vo, xvi, [2], 395 pp.  
Includes bibliography and index.
Bound in gilt-stamped blue cloth. 

No dust jacket. Gilt dulled at 
spine, with some minor rubbing to
extremities. Previous owner’s 
small rubberstamp (that of D. F. 
Comstock, perhaps the early 20th
century physicist), old price writ-
ten tastefully in red pencil, and an 
old bookseller’s ticket from The 
Old Corner Bookshop in Boston 
to ffep. Small abrasion and a  
couple faint smudges to prelims, 
overopened just slightly at the  
title page, else an about very  
good example.

Rare and unusual work which,  
according to O’Regan, was the 
first to apply the concept of
hyperspace to the exploration  
of consciousness. “The direct  
application of the hyperspace 
idea to the study of conscious-
ness seems to have been start-
ed over 50 years ago by Robert 
Browne in his volume “The Mys-
tery of Space’ .... he suggested 
that mathematics is a true  
‘biometer of intellectual evolution’ 
and that the hyperspace move-
ment represents ‘an actual seizure 
of a new domain of awareness of 
the mind.’’”

5. 
Black Pilgrimage.
Cameron [Marjorie Cameron  
Parsons Kimmel, 1922-1995].

Los Angeles: Press Baza, 1964. 
First edition. Narrow folio, 17 un-
numbered leaves, lithographed
in two colors on rectos only, save 
for the first and last leaves which 
are blank. Comb-bound in card 
covers illustrated with a color 
pastedown to cover, with hand-
written title. A battered copy,
missing much of the comb binding, 

with the illustrated pastedown 
hanging by a thread, and foxing.

The first and only edition of this 
early artist’s book by Cameron, 
published under the imprint of
Robert Alexander. Both artists 
were closely associated with  
Wallace Berman and his periodi-
cal Semina. The cover of the  
first issue of the magazine is  
illustrated with a photograph of 
Cameron, and it was an erotic 
peyote drawing in that same issue 
which was deemed obscene by 
the LA Police, on which pretext 
they shut down Berman’s first 
gallery show at Ferus. This event 

led Berman to abandon the city 
of desolate angels. Both Cameron 
and Berman would henceforth  
retreat from the commercial  
gallery system.

Cameron’s life and work crossed 
many different worlds of the era, 
from her close relationship with 
Jack Parsons and the O.T.O.,  
Leonora Carrington, Anais Nin, and 
Sherry Kimmel, to her appearance 
with Dennis Hopper in the movie 
Night Tide.

6. 
Isis Revelata: An Inquiry into 
the Origin, Progress, and Present 
State of Animal Magnetism.  
Complete in Two Volumes.
J. C. (John Campbell) Colquhoun, 
1803-1870.

Edinburgh & London: McLachlan 
& Stewart & Baldwin & Cradock, 
1836. 8vo, lii, 395 pp. xii, 416
pp. Each volume bound in brown 
cloth over boards backed in red 
leather stamped in gilt, and
raised in four bands at spine.  
The second edition, printing the  
introduction to both editions.
Ownership signature of one 
Thomas Stone, MD crossed out 
on title page, and replaced with 
the ownership signature of Edm. 
Lardner. “2vol” written in red  
crayon in a small neat hand to  
ffep of first volume. With some 
brief annotations and brackets 
in pencil throughout in  
Lansing’s hand.

An influential work by the Scottish 
politician and writer, who played 
an important role in the early
scholarship of the variety of phe-
nomena that came to be termed 



animal magnetism. Includes 
material on Mesmer, trance states, 
possession, and more, including 
a chapter devoted to Belden’s 
observations of Jane C. Rider.

THE KITTEN ORATOR ON MARS
7. 
Dashed Against the Rock:  
A Romance of the Coming Age.
Colville, W. J. [William Wilberforce 
Juvenal Colville].

Boston: Colby & Rich, 1894. First 
edition. 8vo, 310 pp, bound in blue 
cloth. No dust jacket. With a con-
temporary “Macoy Publishing and 
Masonic Supply Co.” distributor’s 
sticker to title page, and book-
store ticket from Samuel Weiser’s 
E. 24th street location to fep. 
Cloth well-rubbed, and binding 
cracked at the title page. A worn, 
about very good example.

Uncommon work of utopian oc-
cult fiction, with a section on Mars 
making it of interest to scholars
of 19th century science fiction. 
Part of the narrative involves de-
scriptions of the Chicago  
World’s Fair.

The itinerant Colville was one of 
the more elusive characters of the 
late 19th century occult milieu, 
beginning with his apprenticeship 
to the spiritualist Cora Lodencia 
Veronica Richmond at the ten-
der age of 14. Colville was widely 
reported to be an unusual and 
animated speaker from an early 
age, and in an article in Volume 18 
of The Light termed himself “The 
Kitten Orator.”

THE INTRODUCTION OF  
THE POLTERGEIST INTO THE  
ENGLISH LANGUAGE
8.
The Night-Side of Nature.
Catherine Crowe.

New York: Redfield, 1853. 8vo, 451 
+ [4] pp. [ads]. Bound in brown 
cloth ruled in blind at the
panels, with a wandering ghost 
stamped in gilt at the spine. Small 
bookseller’s ticket from an
antiquarian bookshop called “Des 
Forces”, with an address at 12 
Light St. Binding darkened
and rubbed, with a 1” closed tear 
to crown; interior rather toned, 
with foxing to endpaper,  
and the front hinge weakened,  
but holding. A worn but  
complete copy.

Relatively early American edition 
of the work first published in 1848 
in England by the popular writ-
er, spiritualist, and colleague of 
Dickens. The work became one of 
the most influential popular works 
on spiritualism. Crowe was heavily 
influenced by German writing on 
the supernatural, and this work 
was responsible for the introduc-
tion of the term “poltergeist” into
English. A genuinely powerful 
work that anticipated a flood of 
largely inferior literature on the
subject. The book almost cer-
tainly influenced the writings of 
Baudelaire.

Crowe herself had two works of 
supernatural fiction included in 
the Montague Summers
anthology.

9.
AL (Liber Legis). The Book of the 
Law. Sub figura xxxi. As Delivered 
by 93    —AIWASS— 418 to ankh-f-
n-khonsu The Priest of the Princ-
es Who is 666. The Equinox of
the Gods Vol. III No. III.

London: O.T.O., 1937. 4to, v, 137 + 
[1] pp, + [65] facsimile manuscript 
sheets laid in at rear, with errata 
slip tipped in facing p. [138] listing 
17 items. With cancel slip to title 
page changing the date to 1937, 
with the High Holborn address, as 
with Yorke’s state c. Fore edges 
of text untrimmed. All sheets laid 
into the card folder which was 
originally printed to hold the fac-
simile sheets. The folder is dark-
ened and chipped at extremities, 
with a large chip missing from the
upper margin of back panel, and 
with several closed tears. The  
interior sheets are lightly toned,
heavier to the facsimile sheets, 
which show some fraying and 
chipping to the margins of several
of the sheets.

An unusual state which matches 
most points of the Subscriber’s 
edition [i. e. Yorke’s state C],
which had been limited to 250 
copies. However, this copy is not 
bound in orange paper boards,
as usually found, but instead con-
sists of loose sheets laid into a 
copy of the folder originally
intended to hold the facsimile 
sheets in the bound edition.

The Book of The Law was an 
important influence upon Gerrit’s 
work, with references to it  
appearing in several poems,  
including the third section of  
The Soluble Forest.

Yorke, pp. 54-55.



THE THOTH THAT OLSON READ?
10.
The Book of Thoth. A Short Essay 
on the Tarot of the Egyptians.
Aleister Crowley and  
Lady Frieda Harris.

London: O.T.O., [1944]. First edi-
tion. 4to, xii, 287 pp, bound by 
Sangorski & Sutcliffe in illustrat-
ed paper over boards backed in 
crushed red morocco stamped  
in gilt, and raised in five bands at 
the spine. One of a limited edition 
of 200 numbered copies signed 
by Crowley, this copy being 
no. 123. Boards lightly rubbed 
through at tips, and slightly toned, 
else a fine example.

A visionary book created out of a 
remarkable collaboration. Crowley 

had been introduced to Harris via 
Clifford Bax, who had been tasked 
with finding an artist for Crowley’s 
tarot project. Crowley had orig-
inally intended a more modest, 
bounded project than Harris  
envisioned, but it soon became a 
consuming project that strained 
the health of both. Harris’s  
remarkable visual approach was 
based upon her investigations 
of projective synthetic geome-
try, based on the color theory of 
Goethe, incorporating the work 
of Rudolf Steiner, Olive Whicher 
and George Adams. The resulting 
images are a remarkable chapter 
in the history of visionary art in 
the 20th century, and, via the deck 
that was eventually published 
(which neither Crowley nor  
Harris lived to see) has influenced 
visions of the tarot more than  
any other modern interpretation.

Anecdotal evidence suggests  
that this is the same copy of the 
Book of Thoth that Olson read 
and used in his writing of the 
poem Bridge-Work, the reading 
list poem which was written with
the help of Lansing, and which 
raised Crowley’s profile (and  
G. R. S. Mead’s) in the New
American Poetry. See no. 71.

Yorke, pp. 55.

11. 
Konx Om Pax. Essays in Light.
Aleister Crowley.

London & Felling-On-Tyne:  
Walter Scott Publishing Co. and 
the Society for the Propagation  
of Religious Truth, 1907. First  
edition. 8vo, xii, 108 + 12 pp.  
publisher’s catalog, bound in 

glazed cream cloth extensive-
ly embossed in gilt. Fore edge 
untrimmed. One of 500 numbered 
and signed copies, but this copy 
unnumbered and out of series. 
Cloth mildly grubby and darkened,
with some minor rippling of cloth 
to back panel. Endpapers and 
tissue guards lightly toned, with
some mild offsetting to facing 
page of the photographic frontis, 
as usual, and a slight paperclip
rust ghost to p. 53.

A miscellany in the best sense of 
the word, with texts ranging from 
his allegorical text on initiation 
and involving the tarot, “The Wake 
World,” to the skit “Ali Sloper, 
and the 40 Liars,” which parodies 
Crowley and several other, very 
thinly veiled members of the  
Order of the Golden Dawn. The 
book concludes with a selection 
of verse. The cross-genre nature 
of the book was met with confu-
sion by early reviewers, and the 
book sold poorly upon release.
However, it was one of the  

author’s favorites of his own 
works, and was also a significant
influence on Rosaleen Norton, 
who, despite the enduring pov-
erty of her circumstances, kept a 
first edition of the book close to 
her until her death. See Bogdan & 
Starr, p. 328.

12.
The Heart of the Master.
Khaled Khan [Aleister Crowley].

London: Privately issued by the 
O.T.O., 1938. 12mo, 40, [8] pp. 
[ads]. Yellow cloth pictorially
stamped and titled in black. No 
dust jacket, likely as issued.  
Cloth rather darkened and soiled,
with light rubbing to extremities, 
with light foxing to top edge and 
minor toning to page margins,
but a sturdy, very good example.

The first edition of this enigmat-
ic, important Crowley text, based 
upon a vision received on a
1924 trip to Tunisia, and first pub-
lished the following year in the 
journal Pansophia in Germany.
This first English language book 
edition wouldn’t appear until  
1938, in a minuscule private edi-
tion, perhaps as few as 100  
copies, including 11 copies  
specially bound in suede. This is 
one of the copies in yellow  
buckram, the remainder of the 
edition, and of those this is the 
variant with a slightly elongated 
tale to the “S” of the title, a variant 
first described to the best of our
knowledge in Weiser’s Catalog 140.

Yorke 64.



13. 
Household Gods.
Aleister Crowley.

Pallanza: Privately Published, 1912. 
First edition. 8vo, 44 pp, bound in 
gilt-stamped, glazed cream cloth. 
t.e.g. Cloth grubby as often, with 
some darkening to the spine, and 
a couple indents to front panel. 
Very good.

The fugitive first edition of this 
allegorical and magical play in 
verse, dedicated by Crowley to
Leila Waddell. While the work 
was partially written in Pallanza, it 
wasn’t actually published there,
the attribution of place on the title 
page likely an homage of topos.

“I went to Venice in May, breaking 
the homeward journey at Pallanza, 
where I wrote Household Gods, 
a poetical dramatic sketch. It is 
a sort of magical allegory, full of 
subtle ironies and mystifications; 

almost the only thing of its kind I 
have ever done—which perhaps 
accounts for my having a sneak-
ing affection for it.” - Crowley, in 
The Confessions of Aleister  
Crowley, NY, 1969. Page 629.

York no. 36.

14.
Magic Without Tears [Cover Title]. 
Magick Without Tears.
Aleister Crowley.

Hampton, NJ: Thelema Publish-
ing Company, 1954. 4to, xxix, 399 
pp, bound in red buckram titled 
in gilt. First edition, first state, 
with “Magic” instead of “Magick” 
to front panel, in the bright red 
cloth variant. From the library of 
Gerrit Lansing, with his signature 
to first blank. A poor, battered 
copy, missing the backstrip, and 
with the front board detached, 
with rubbing to all extremities and 
some toning to the pages. Rare 
in any condition, especially in the 
first state.

This copy is one of the 50 printed  
in January, 1954, with “Magic” 
printed on the front board and 
spine. 50 additional copies, con-
stituting the remainder of the 
edition, were bound up by Louis 
Culling later that year with “Mag-
ick” to front panel and spine. The 
foreward, signed “The Editor”, is 
by Karl Germer.

Magic Without Tears gathers 80 
letters by Crowley, which are tak-
en from his correspondence with 
a “young lady,” as Germer refers 
to her - actually the Australian 
born composer and pianist Anne 
Macky, whose name Lansing has 
pencilled in the foreward. Lansing 

has also made a couple of other 
annotations to the text.

15.
England, Stand Fast!
Aleister Crowley.

London: Privately issued by the 
O.T.O. BCM/ANKH, 1939. First  
edition. 8vo, single sheet folded
once. Toned and lightly foxed, 
with a couple faint spots of ero-
sion to cover, perhaps from insect
damage, else very good.

Diminuitive pamphlet printing  
Crowley’s patriotic poem at the 
beginning of WWII. Priced at one 
penny, Crowley also sent copies  
to Winston Churchill, Neville  
Chamberlain and the BBC. See
Churton, p. 506.

16.
The Book of Lies.
Aleister Crowley.

Ilfracomb: Haydn Press, 1962. 8vo, 
196 pp, bound in black boards 
titled in gilt at the spine. No dust 
jacket as issued. Illustrated with a 
photograph frontispiece of Crow-
ley. Paper toned, as usual, with a 
slight cock to the spine and some 
mild rubbing to extremities. Very 
good or better.

This edition is expanded with  
commentary from Crowley, the 
first edition to be published thus.
The foreward, here attributed only 
to “The Editors”, was the work of 
Gerald Yorke and Karl Germer. 
The press was founded by William 
Haydn C. Evans and associates, 
but this is the only book known 
to have been published under the 
imprint. A fugitive edition.

17.
The Works of Aleister Crowley 
[Complete in 3 Volumes].
Aleister Crowley.

Des Plaines, IL: Yogi Publication 
Society, nd [c. 1970’s]. 8vo, each 
volume bound in white cloth
titled in gilt. Volume 1 is a fac-
simile of the 1905 edition by the 
Society for the Propagation of Re-
ligious Truth, the only one of the 
volumes presented in this fashion. 
From the library of Gerrit Lansing, 
with a few scattered, intriguing 
pencil notations, and pages 265-9, 
the appendix Qabalistic Dogma, 
cut out and laid back in. Soiled, 
shaken, foxed, fair only.

A complete set of this cheap re-
print, likely from the late 1960’s or 
1970’s, but which appear to have 
been carefully read by Lansing.

18.
Thelema: The Holy Books of 
Thelema.
Aleister Crowley.

New York: 93 Publishing, 1989. 
First edition thus. 8vo, xlv, 270 pp, 
bound in cream cloth titled in
gilt at the spine, with the Equinox 
device embossed in red foil to 
front panel. No dust jacket.

Published as Vol. 3, No. 9 of The 
Equinox. Association copy, in-
scribed to Gerrit Lansing by
Hymenaeus Beta. Spine cocked, 
some minor traces of soiling to 
cloth, a touch of dulling to the
title at spine. Very good.

This is a corrected edition of the 
work first published in 1983 by 
Samuel Weiser.



19.
The Equinox 1-10 [Complete]
Aleister Crowley, ed.

York Beach: Samuel Weiser, 1993. 
The Deluxe Facsimile Edition, 
second impression, limited to 500 
copies. Each volume a 4to, bound 
in gilt-ruled white boards and un-
printed glassine jacket.

20.
The Equinox Vol. V Nos. 1-4.
[Aleister Crowley] Marcelo Motta, 
ed.

New York [Vol. 1] then Nashville 
Vols. 2-4]: Samuel Weiser [Vol. 1] 
then Thelema Publishing Compa-
ny, 1975. Large 8vos, each bound 
in gilt-stamped boards. The first 
volume with a foreward by James 
Wasserman. A very good set, with 
some light spine cocking, slight 
bumping to extremities, and some 
chipping and soiling to the dust 
jackets, and a bit of creakiness to 
the hinge of the first volume.

A complete set of the volumes 
of the Equinox edited by Marcelo 
Motta in Nashville, liberally inter-
spersed with his own commen-
taries on the texts. The second 
number is notable for including 
two of Fernando Pessoa’s esoter-
ic poems, Poem in a Straight Line, 
and The Eight Poem of the Keeper 
of the Herds, here translated into 
English from the Portuguese by 
Motta. The final number is devot-
ed to writings on sex by Crowley, 
with commentaries by Motta, but
also includes Ida Craddock’s 
Heavenly Bridgerooms, with some 
biographical content on her life
and work.

GERRIT LANSING AND  
ERASMUS DARWIN

Erasmus Darwin was Charles  
Darwin’s grandfather, and the de-
gree to which the latter Darwin’s
ideas represent an extrapalotory 
strand of his Grandfather’s system 
of thought have still not been fully 
understood. The elder Darwin 
was an important touchstone for 
Lansing, and was the subject of 
one of his best longer poems, 
“In Erasmus Darwin’s Generous 
Light”, one of his most successful 
examples of the perichoresis  
of texts and voices from  
different times:

“Fuck you, Derrida, Erasmus 
Darwin said,

origin is beautiful as black
and centers whirl around us as we 

round them in.”

The use of the color black may be 
a reference to Darwin’s passage 
in the posthumously published 
Temple of Nature in which he de-
scribes the end of the earth in  
a black hole.

21.
The Temple of Nature, Or, the 
Origin of Society. A Poem, With 
Philosophical Notes.
Erasmus Darwin. 

Baltimore: Printed by John W.  
Butler, and Bonsal & Niles for  
Bonsal & Niles, Samuel Butler, and
M. and J. Conrad & Co., 1804. First 
American edition. 8vo, 144 pp, en-
graved frontispiece, entitled “The 
Temple of Nature”, after Fuseli, 
and three additional engravings 
on plates. Ex Libris Robert E. 
Nuese, Jr., with his bookplate, 

illustrated by Thomas Hart Ben-
ton, tipped onto fep. Rebacked 
at a later date in calf with five 
compartments ruled in gilt at the 
spine, with giltstamped crushed 
red morocco title label. Rubbed at 
extremities, with tidemarking to in-
itial leaves, and toning and foxing.

The first American edition of the 
final long poem by Erasmus  
Darwin, and the work that mostly
fully conveys his theories of  
evolution and the interconnected-
ness of living things.

22. 
Zoonomia; Or the Laws of  
Organic Life [Complete in  
Two Volumes].
Erasmus Darwin.

New York, then Philadelphia: T & 
J Swords, then T. Dobson, 1797. 
First American edition. 8vo, xxxii, 
433 [1] pp, 539 pp. Each volume 
bound in full calf with gilt-ruled 
compartments to spine, and the 
titles printed in gilt on red morocco 

spine labels. Complete with the 
6 color plates in Volume 1, as 
issued. Ownership signature of 
Ann P. Jackson to first blank, with 
a pencilled note indicating that 
she was sister to C. T. Jackson. 
Paper lightly toned within, with 
some occasional tidemarking, 
and some staining to the edges 
of the text block. Very good.

The first American edition of one 
of the most prescient and unusual 
works published in the 18th cen-
tury, a work that anticipated evolu-
tionary theory, the practical use of 
electricity, and the importance of 
aircraft in war, among many other 
subjects.

23. 
The Diakka, and Their Earthly 
Victims: Being an Explanation of 
Much that is False and Repulsive 
in Spiritualism.
Andrew Jackson Davis.



Boston: Banner of Light Publish-
ing, 1873. 8vo, 102 pp, bound in 
blind-ruled black cloth titled in
gilt at the spine. Spine faded, with 
dulling to the gilt titles, though 
they are still clearly legible. The 
cloth is stained, with extensive 
insect damage, but the interior is 
clean and the binding sound, and 
otherwise a good example.

First edition of this remarkable 
work by the Seer of Poughkeep-
sie, Andrew Jackson Davis, who
was in his time one of the most 
influential spiritualists in America. 
The Diakka was the term that
Davis coined to describe mali-
cious, lazy, or tricksome spirits 
who existed in a sort of purgatory,
and were responsible, so he 
thought, for mischief and misdi-
rection at seances.

Lansing mentions Davis in his 
manifesto for Set; “As I wrote to 
Frank O’Hara, ‘I don’t want SET
to be polemick abt Amerika…will 
be more James Dean & Andrew 
Jackson Davis than Marcel
Marceau or the Sar Peladan…’”

THE HIDDEN PLATEAU
24. 
Etudes sur la mathèse ou Anar-
chie et hierarchie de la science 
avec une application spéciale de 
la médecine.
[Gilles Deleuze] Jean Malfatti  
de Montereggio.
Paris: Griffon d’Or, 1946. 8vo, xxxi, 
206 pp, printed wraps. Illustrated 
with a four panel folding plate at 
rear. Translated into French by 
Christian Ostrowski. With an in-
troduction by Gilles Deleuze. Very 
good with some minor darkening 
to the wraps and edges of the text 

block, and a distributors rubber-
stamp to cover.

Attractively printed and designed 
early postwar translation into 
French of this esoteric work by
Beethoven’s doctor, notable for 
the foreword by a 21 year old 
Gilles Deleuze. The text is one of
Deleuze’s first published works, 
and one which he would later 
repudiate, and successfully get
struck his bibliography, a remark-
able subterfuge given Malfatti’s 
hidden influence supports much
of his later work. As Kerslake 
points out, Malfatti’s name is  
never again mentioned in any
published Deleuze text, yet the 
term Mathesis is used regularly  
in Repetition and Difference,
and it is difficult not to think that 
Deleuze’s fascination on the  
esoteric nature of calculus - a
central tenet of this text - as well 
as hermaphroditism, and sleep-
walking, were influenced
by it.

This was the first book publication 
of the text since the first edition, 
published one hundred years
earlier in Leipzig. Malfatti was  
a highly sought after doctor not 
only to members of the Napoleon
family, but also Beethoven -  
Malfatti attended to the composer 
as he initiated his final, exper-
imental stage of work, and Für 
Elise was written for Malfatti’s 
niece. His philosophical works 
largely disappeared from public 
discourse following his death. 
However, his influence was kept 
alive by several schools of  
occult thought, particularly the  
Martinists. Guenon, in reviewing 
the present volume, referred to 

it as one of those texts “which is 
often spoken about, but which  
few have read.”

25.
Iras: a Mystery.
Theo Douglas [Henrietta  
Dorothy Everett].

New York: Harper & Brothers, 
1896. First American edition. 8vo, 
251 pp, bound in yellow cloth
pictorially stamped in silver, 
green, and red. Spine lightly 
cocked, with the edges of the text
block toned and some minor 
darkening to spine, small chip to 
fore edge of first blank, but a
relatively bright, very 
good example.

A supernatural novel involving 
necromancy, mummies, and 
Egpytology, written under pseu-
donym by H.D. Everett - author of 
the collection Death Mask, which 
Lovecraft included in his Super-
natural Horror in Literature.

This work is sometimes treat-
ed rather dismissively by critics 
such as Knowlton, but like all of 
Everett’s superb body of work is 
a complex and psychologically 
acute weird tale.

26.
Philosophy of Mysticism 
[Complete in Two Volumes].
Carl Du Prel [Karl Ludwig  
August Friedrich Maximilian  
Alfred Du Prel].
London: George Redway, 1889. 
xxviii, 332 pp. + 316 pp, bound in 
red cloth titled in gilt at the spine, 
with blind-ruled panels. Bookplate 
of John Mackenzie Dunvegan to 
the fep of Vol. II. Translated from 
the German by C. C. Massey. 

Shallow gouge to the front panel 
of the first volume. Bindings lightly 
rubbed at extremities, with some 
fraying to the head of the front 
gutter of Vol. I, and the hinges 
beginning in each volume, but 
holding. The gilt remains bright. 
An important publication, and 
scarce in the first edition.

The first English edition of the 
work first published as Philoso-
phie der Mystik, which appeared 
in Leipzig three years prior. 
Though Du Prel is largely forgot-
ten today, his work was widely 
respected at the time, by Freud 
and others. It includes extensive 
explorations of somnambulism,
dreams, and memory.

The work was dedicated to and 
inspired by Anna Kingsford [see 
no. 39]

27. 
The Sacred Tree Script:  
The Esoteric Foundation of  
Plato’s Wisdom.
Andrew Efron.

New Haven: The Tuttle, More-
house & Taylor Company, 1941. 
First edition. 8vo, xxiv, 372 pp,
bound in red cloth titled in gilt. 
No dust jacket. Illustrated. Spine 
cocked, gilt dulled at spine, with
some old dulling and droplet 
staining to upper portion of front 
cover and head of spine, overo-
pened at the title page and a bit 
shaky, but holding. Interior pages 
lightly toned but clean. Good only, 
but a sound copy, and scarce in 
any condition.



The first part is a numerical analy-
sis of Plato, “Ideal Numbers”, with 
extensive content on runes.  
The second part, entitled “The 
Ship of State,” presents a  
political analysis.

28. 
The Celestial Dawn, or,  
Connection of Earth and Heaven.
Warren Felt Evans.

Boston: James P. Magee, 1862. 
First edition. 8vo, xiii, 13-266 pp, 
bound in blind-decorated rose
cloth with embossed copper titles 
and floral device to spine. Boards 
heavily faded, with a couple
of droplet stains to boards, and 
the copper and silver inlay at the 
spine largely faded, but still
visible. The spine is lightly 
cocked. Good only.

Rare first edition of this early work 
by the 19th century Christian 
mystic, who belonged to the New 
Thought movement. The Celestial 
Dawn was published just prior to 
his leaving his position as a Meth-
odist minister, after encountering 
the works of Swedenborg, and 
joining the Church of the  
New Jerusalem.

OCLC locates only 4 holdings of 
this edition.

29. 
The Zermatt Dialogues, Constitut-
ing the Outlines of a Philosophy 
of Mysticism, Mainly on Problems 
of Cosmic Import.
E. Douglas Fawcett.
London: Macmillan, 1931. First 
edition. 8vo, xxix, 541 pp, com-
plete with photographic frontis-
piece and 9 photographic plates, 
as called for. No dust jacket. With 

the small gold foil bookshop 
ticket of Lord & Jordan (545 Sut-
ter Street, San Francisco) to fep. 
Binding cracked at the half-title 
page, but holding. Upper tips 
bumped, and a bit of erosion to 
cloth at back cover, else very good.

The only edition of one of the 
most unusual books of the inter-
war period, written by the moun-
taineer, photographer, racecar 
driver, professional chess player, 
and science fiction writer Fawc-
ett, whose science fiction works 
were likened to Verne and antici-
pated both The Blitz and armored 
vehicle warfare. The Zermatt 
Dialogues is a hybrid work, part 
philosophical treatise, part fic-
tion, and part fictional photobook, 
which takes the form of a dialogue 
between five characters as they 
scale some of the mountains of 
the world - one of the charac-
ters is a fascist and an M.P, and 
another is a mystic. The book is 
illustrated with photographs by 
Fawcett, but with captions which 
subsume the images into the 
fictional work of the book. The 
philosophical theory which  
Fawcett puts forth in the work is 
termed Imaginism.

Despite appearing from a main-
stream publisher, the book is 
scarce enough in the marketplace
that we’ve heard at least one 
conspiratorial theory regarding its 
ongoing supression. It was met
with confusion in early reviews, 
and remains largely  
unknown today.

30. 
Oberland Dialogues.
E. Douglas Fawcett.

London: Macmillan, 1929. First 
edition. 8vo, xxvii, 396 pp, bound 
in blue cloth titled in gilt to  
the spine. Foreward by Basil  
Anderton. Complete with all 15 
photographic plates, as called for. 
No dust jacket. Spine faded,  
edges of the text block a bit 
browned, else a sturdy, sound, 
very good example.

A continuation of the author’s  
Zermatt Dialogues and his  
exposition of Imaginism, which 
also takes the form of a hybrid of 
fiction, philosophy, photography 
and rock climbing. The foreword 
is attributed to Basil Anderton, 
who is also a character in the 
book, described as an “Ex- 
Hegelian Don.” Like the Zermatt 
Dialogues, this book rarely  
appears in the trade.

31. 
The World as Imagination.
E. Douglas Fawcett.

London: Macmillan, 1916. First 
edition. 8vo, xlii, 623 pp, bound in 
dark blue cloth titled in gilt at
the spine. No dust jacket. Front 
hinge cracked, but holding, cloth 
lightly rubbed at extremities,
with dulling of the gilt at the spine, 
else very good.

The first work in which Fawcett 
laid out his theory of Imaginism, 
which was taken up in later
works such as the Zermatt  
dialogues.

32. 
La Revelation d’Hermes Trismeg-
iste [Complete in 4 Volumes].
André-Jean Festugière [1898-
1902].

Paris: Libraire Lecoffre, 1944. 4to, 
each volume bound in heavy red 
buckram with gilt titles.
Association copies, inscribed in 
volumes 3 and 4 by Festugière to 
one professor H. Last. Pages
toned, and spines of each volume 
uniformly faded. Very good.

The complete set of the Domin-
ican Friar’s important transla-
tions of the Corpus Hermeticum, 
which along with the Budé edition 
became the standard academic 
formulation of these texts in the 
postwar period. An invaluable 
work of Hermetic scholarship, 
exceedingly scarce inscribed.

33. 
Theurgy or the Hermetic Practice: 
A Treatise on Spiritual Alchemy.
E. J. Langford Garstin.

London: Rider & Co. , 1930. First 
edition. 8vo, 144 pp, bound in 
violet cloth titled in gilt at spine.
No dust jacket. With extensive 
pencilled notations in Lansing’s 
hand. The book also bears the
rubberstamp of William Beidler to 
first blank, and additional annota-
tions in red pencil which are not 
by Lansing. With a review clipping 
from the Occult Review laid in. 
Cloth faded and rubbed, with dull-
ing to the gilt at the spine, foxing 
to the endpapers, and cracks to 
the binding in a couple of places, 
and a couple of passages under-
lined in orange pencil. A battered 
copy, but scarce in the first edition.
A work on Telestic alchemy 
preceding by two years Garstin’s 
later, better known work The
Secret Fire. Garstin was a member 
of the Alpha and Omega order, 
which grew out of the



Hermetic Order of the Golden 
Dawn. Lansing appears to have 
read this book quite carefully,
and references many other texts 
in relation to passages herein.

34. 
The Modern Philosophy of  
Mind: Phrenology and Mesmerism  
[cover title]. Compend of the  
Phreno-Philosophy of Human 
Nature [with] Etherology, and the 
Phreno-Philosophy of Mesmerism 
and Magic Eloquence.
J. Stanley Grimes.

Boston and Cambridge: James 
Munroe & Company, 1853. First 
edition. 8vo, vii + 121, 251 pp,
bound in decoratively blind-
stamped blue green cloth titled in 
gilt at the spine. Illustrated with a
single full page phrenological 
engraving by J. Pinkney. Cloth 
faded, though gilt still shines at 
spine. Heavy foxing throughout, 
but otherwise a sturdy, about very 
good example.

An early printing of both works. 
Grimes was an eccentric figure in 
both fields, largely forgotten
today, but had an outsized influ-
ence on his time due to his odd 
connection to Andrew Jackson
Davis, The Seer of Poughkeepsie 
[see item 23]. It was Grimes who 
trained Davis’ first mesmeric
operator, his boss William Lev-
ingston. Grimes was a commited 
phrenologist who devised a new
categorization of the sites of the 
brain, and attributed most spirit-
ualist and apparently supernatural 
phenomena to phrenic abnormality.

35. 
The Wisdom of the Adepts.  
Esoteric Science in Human History.
Thomas Lake Harris.

Fountain Grove: Privately Printed, 
1884. 8vo, xxxvi, 527 pp, bound in 
brick red cloth titled in gilt, with 
panels ruled in gilt. With owner-
ship signature of one Fr. Whit-
comb to title page, dated 1893,
and bookseller ticket to the early 
San Francisco Theosophist book-
shop Richardson Bros to verso of 
half-title page. Rubbing to extrem-
ities of cloth, which is frayed at 
the spine ends. The gilt at spine 
is dulled, but still readable. There 
is foxing to the prelims, and the 
hinges are beginning to crack - a 
common fault for the book given 
the weight of the paper and the 
fragile binding. Still, an otherwise 
about very good example and 
scarce in any condition.

First edition of this key text by 
Harris, published within ten years 
of the founding of the Fountain
Grove community near Santa 
Rosa, California, during a time 
when Harris had withdrawn from
public life and began publishing 
privately. The Fountain Grove 
community was preceded by his
earlier utopian communities The 
Brotherhood of the New life, in 
Amenia, Dutchess County, a
third of which was made up of 
Japanese immigrants from Satsu-
ma Province. Prior to that Harris
was a co-founder of the Foun-
tain Cove Community in Virginia, 
conceived of in part as a gateway 
for angelic passage in and out of 
America.

Harris’ teachings were varied and 
complex, and stressed, among 
other subjects, the bisexual
nature of Christ (perhaps un-
der the influence of Swinburne), 
spiritual respiratory training, and
the growing and use of wine  
and tobacco. Born to a very poor 
Calvinist Baptist family in England, 
Harris first became a Unitarian 
preacher before becoming a 
spiritualist under the influence of 
Swedenborg, a uniquely American 
spiritual journey.

36. 
Phallicism [Altered Cover].
Hargrave Jennings.

Mokelumne Hill: Health Research, 
1972. 8vo, comb-bound in wraps. 
Wraps stained, with a magazine 
clipping taped down to the cover, 
a good copy.

A utilitarian facsimile edition of 
the work first published by George 
Redway in 1884. Lansing has
annoted it lightly throughout in 
pencil. The rather plain, utilitar-
ian covers of this reprint edition 
have been transformed with with a 
small magazine clipping featuring 
a color photograph of an erect 
cock taped down onto the cover, 
between the title and the  
author’s name.

37. 
Space and the Light of the  
Creation. A New Essay in  
Cosmic Theory.
Kaufmann, George Adams  
[1894-1963]
London: Privately Published, 1933. 
First edition. Small 4to, 67 pp, 
bound in printed wraps. Printed at 
the Farningham Press. Illustrated 

with black and white diagrams. 
Includes bibliography. Wraps 
creased with some light staining, 
and bumps to the tips which  
also affect the interior  
leaves throughout.

A work of theoretical geometry 
and color theory by the Cam-
bridge-education mathematician,
pacificist, Quaker and Anthropos-
ophist, who was responsible for 
translating many of Rudolf
Steiner’s works into English. The 
essay is an expanded revision  
of a text which was originally
published two years prior in Ger-
man by the Goetheanum, entitled 
“Synthetic Geometry, Goethe’s 
Theory of Metamorphosis and 
Mathematical Physics”, and is 
here “freely” translated back into 
Kaufmann’s original tongue.

Of special interest in the essay 
are the parallels Kaufmann draws 
between plant leaf formation
under light and the process  
of weaving.

This book was an influence on the 
artist M. C. Richards, and is dis-
cussed in a fascinating passage in 
her book The Crossing Point.

OCLC locates 10 holdings, only 
two of which are in the US.

38. 
The Book of God. The  
Apocalypse of Adam-Oannes.
[Dot Within a Circle] [Kenealy,  
Edward Vaughn Hyde].

London: Reeves & Turner, [1866]. 
First edition. 8vo, [vi] + 1-328, 329-
647 pp, bound into two volumes 
at an early date in blind-ruled 
green calf raised in five bands at 



the spine, with giltstamped red 
crushed morocco spine labels. 
Lacking the photographic fron-
tispiece. With a contemporary 
publisher’s announcement of the 
book tipped onto a leaf inserted 
after the title page in the first vol-
ume, with a holograph annotation 
attributing the book to Kenealy 
and noting his involvement with 
the Ticheborne case. Small early 
bookseller’s ticket to fep of Vol. 1, 
from H. M. Gilbert’s Ye Olde Book 
Shoppe in Southampton. Text in 
English and ancient Greek. The
binding is well rubbed at extrem-
ities, but the bindings remain 
sturdy and the contents 
very clean.

The first edition of this eccentric 
work of syncretic theology attrib-
uted to Edward Kenealy, the Irish 
barrister who was ruined by his 
behavior during the Ticheborne 
case. The dizzying array of ref-
erences from different religions, 
cultures and ages, and Kenealy’s 
own claim in this work that he was 
descended from Genghis Khan 
and Jesus Christ caused confu-
sion to his early readers, but the 
work was a significant influence 
on Blavatsky and has remained 
influential since among certain 
schools. A generous portion of 
the second volumes prints an 
Apocalypse in ancient Greek with 
facing English translation. Some 
Atlantis content.

Kenealy was also the father of  
Arabella Kenealy, the eugenicist 
and supernatural writer who
believed that men spent too much 
time dancing. Lansing has given 
Kenealy’s name under the pseu-
donym on the title page, and also 

pencilled in the date of publica-
tion as 1866, though the book 
is generally considered to have 
been published in 1867. To back 
up Lansing’s note, the publisher’s 
announcement tipped onto the 
inserted leaf is dated in 1866,  
and notes that the book has just  
been published.

39. 
Clothed With the Sun.
Anna (Bonus) Kingsford.

Boston: Redway, 1889. First edi-
tion. 8vo, xxix, 314 + [10] pp. ads, 
bound in red cloth decorated 
in black. Errata sheet tipped in 
between the dedication and the 
table of contents. From the library 
of Gerrit Lansing, with a few scat-
tered pencilled notations in his 
hand. A very good example with 
some rubbing to joints and tips, 
small crack to cloth at head of 
the gutter of rear panel, and some 
faint droplet stains and slight 

insect erosion to cloth.
First edition of this criminally 
neglected work, collecting texts 
received in sleep and trance 
states by the Theosophist, animal 
rights activist and early vegan 
Anna Kingsford, who was one of 
the first women to graduate with 
a degree in medicine in England. 
She was at one point president of
the London Lodge of the Theo-
sophical Society. The book was 
published posthumously after her
premature death at the age of  
41 by her collaborator Edward  
Maitland, who assembled the 
book out of her notebooks and 
manuscripts. One of the most 
unusual and beautiful channeled 
works of the 19th century, still in 
search of a wider readership.

40. 
The Equinox Vol. III, No. 10: The 
Review of Scientific Illuminism, 
the Official Organ of the O.T.O.
[Lansing, Gerrit] Hymenaeus 
Beta, ed.

New York: Ordo Templi Orientis, 
1986. First edition. 8vo, 287 pp, 
wraps. The binding is roughly
overopened at Lansing’s contri-
bution, exposing the binding, and 
subsequent pages are nearly
detached. Fair.

From the library of contributor 
Gerrit Lansing, with a correction 
in purple ink to his contribution, 
the poem “An Equinoctiall.” On 
the 13th line, printed as “as on the 
last full day of winter”, the word 
winter has been crossed out, and 
the word “summer” substituted. 
Included in this catalog to docu-
ment Lansing’s correction of the 
text for future editions of 

his poems.
As well as Lansing, this issue 
included poems by fellow poets 
Harvey Bialy, Charles Stein,
Robert Kelly and George Quasha.

41. 
The Apocatastasis or
Progress Backwards.
[Leonard Marsh, 1800-1870].

Burlington, VT: Chauncey 
Goodrich, 1854. First edition. 8vo, 
202 [1] pp, printed wrappers.
Wrappers darkened and creased, 
with some chipping and loss, 
including a closed interior tear
to front panel. Largely uncut. 
Some occasional darkening and 
dogearing within. About 
very good.

A curious work written by a grad-
uate of Dartmouth College, who 
was later professor of Greek and 
English at the University of Ver-
mont. Marsh put forth a circular 
theory of time, which perhaps 
influenced on his equally circular 
and occasionally impenetrable 
prose style. Nevertheless an in-
teresting and unusual work of the 
period, which also draws parallels 
between the contemporary Spirit-
ualist movement and 
Neo-Platonism.

Includes chapters on The stars, 
The Republics, The Gods, The 
Cosmogonies, Fascination,
Vaticinating Waters, Manifesta-
tions, Necromancy, Theoretic, 
Differences of Opinion, Elysium,
Heathenism Redivivus, Dæ-
monopathy, and Dogmata.



42. 
Traittez de l’harmonie, et con-
stitution generalle du vray sel: 
secret des philosophe, & de l’ 
essprit universelle du monde, 
suivant le troisiesme principe du 
cosmopolite. [with] Poëme phil-
osophic de la vérité de la phy-
sique minéralle, où sont réfutées 
les objections que peuvent faire 
les incrédules & ennemis de cet 
art. Auquel est naïfvement et 
véritablement dépeinte la vraye 
matière des philosophes. [with] 
[SENDIVOGIUS] Cosmopolite, ou 
nouvelle lumière de la physique 
naturelle. Traittant de la consti-
tution générale des éléments 
simples et des composés. Traduit 
nouvellement de latin en françois 
par de Bosnay. [with] Traicté du 
soulphre, second principe de la 
nature. Faict par le mesme Au-
theur, qui par cy devant a mis 
en lumière le premier principe, 
intitulé le Cosmopolite. Traduit de 
latin en françois par F. Guiraud
Clovis Hesteau Nuysement, 
[1550?-1624?]. M. Sendivogius 
(1566-1636)

La Haye: Théodore Maire, 1639. 
12mo, [24] - 115 [1 bl.], 57 [1 bl.], 
[14] - 58, [8] - 49pp. With handwrit-
ten title page for the four works 
tipped-in facing the title page for 
the first work. Illustrated with one 
full page woodcut. With Gerrit 
Lansing’s engraved ex-libris past-
ed down to fep over traces of an 
earlier engraved bookplate. Early 
ownership signature of d. Duver-
ney to title page of the Traittez. 
Later 19th century binding, raised 
in four bands at the spine, is large-
ly perished, with splits at joints, 
heavy rubbing to extremities and 
missing portions. Wormholing
throughout, in some places af-
fecting text, though not illegibility. 
Battered and fair only.

A collection of four important 
alchemical works by Nuysement 
and the Polish alchemist M.
Sendivogius, including the second 
edition of the former’s Traittez, his 
first published alchemical work, 
which first appeared in 1621. 
Nuysement gained early fame as 
a poet after the publication of his 
Oeuvres Poetiques (1578), a col-
lection of courtly love poetry that 
earned him a certain notoriety, 
after which he ceased to publish 
for the next forty years. In the long 
lapse between that publication 
and the Traittez, encounters with 
François de Foix, Count of Can-
dale, and Sendigovius spurred his 
alchemical pursuits, and in 1620 
the first edition of Traittez was 
published, the first in a remarka-
ble trilogy of works that he pub-
lished in the next few years which 
included Poëme philosophic de 
la vérité de la physique mineral 
(1620), and Poëme sur l’Azoth des  
Philosophes (1624). These works 

display a remarkably wide-ranging 
and syncretic approach to alche-
my, blending the work of Plato, 
Hermes Trismegistus, Aristotle, 
and Paracelsus, interwoven with 
scriptural references.

43. 
The Cardinal Rites of Chaos;  
Sut Anubis.
Paula Pagani.

Northampton, UK: Privately Pub-
lished, 1990. 4to, unpaginated, 
xeroxed in black and white and
clip-bound into a glassine cover. 
One of a limited edition of 11 
copies, with a xerox hand-print
bound in before the text and a 
handwritten colophon in ink, 
signed as Lola Babalon. With a
business card for the Illuminates 
of Thanateros laid in. Glassine 
quite toned, else very good.

An apparently privately reprint of 
the influential 1985 work. While 
we’ve handled several copies of 
the first edition, this is the first 
example we’ve seen in this format, 
likely for private distribution after 
the first edition was depleted.

44. 
The Kabbala: or The True Science 
of Light; an Introduction to the 
Philosophy and Theosophy of the 
Ancient Sages. Together with a 
Chapter on Light in the 
Vegetable Kingdom.
S. [Seth] Pancoast.

Philadelphia: J. M. Stoddart & 
Co., 1877. First edition. 8vo, 312 
pp, bound in pictorially gilt-
stamped brown cloth. Illustrated 
with a color lithograph frontis-
piece heightened in gilt, a foldout

diagram illustrating the Sephi-
roth, and four color lithographs 
on two sheets also heightened in 
gilt within, as well as additional 
diagrams in the text. Text printed 
in blue with red borders. With the 
small bookseller ticket of Macoy’s 
tipped onto fep. Softened and a 
bit rubbed at extremities, but with 
the gilt still bright; hinges cracked, 
but holding. Very good.

The rare first edition of this work 
on the Kabbala by the prominent 
American Quaker, who was
Madame Blavatsky’s doctor and 
one of the founding members of 
the Theosophical Society. The
book examines the Kabbala within 
a Christian context, especially 
with regards to light. The book
was an early influence on the de-
velopment of Chromotherapy, and 
is a remarkable physical object. 
The text is printed in two colors, 
echoing Pancoast’s examination 
of red and blue light.

The remarkable frontispiece, 
which, as with four of the internal 
illustrations, is heightened in gilt
and is a symbolic illustration of 
the Book of Revelations, which is 
central to the text: “...he tells us 
of a most remarkable vision: ‘And 
there appeared a great wonder 
in heaven, a woman clothed with 
the sun, and the moon under her 
feet, and upon her head a crown 
of twelve stars,” etc. The Rosicru-
cians call the Light of the Celestial 
Sun the Divine Sophia, “Wisdom,” 
... The Egyptian Kabbalists called 
this light Isis, and represented Isis 
as a pure woman... they placed



45. 
Philosophy of Mysterious Rap-
pings and Reply to Beecher [Cov-
er Title]. Philosophy of Mysterious 
Agents, Human and Mundane, or, 
The Dynamic Laws and Relations 
of Man: Embracing the Natural 
Philosophy of Phenomena 
Styled ‘Spiritual Manifestations.’ 
[With] A Discussion on the 
Automatic Powers of the Brain; 
Being a Defense Against Rev. 
Charles Beecher’s Attack Upon 
the Philosophy of Mysterious 
Agents, In His Review of ‘Spiritual 
Manifestations.’.
E. C. Rogers.

Boston and Cleveland: John P. 
Jewett / Jewett, Proctor & 
Worthington, 1853. First edi-
tion. 8vo, 336 + 64 pp. Bound in 
decoratively blind-stamped and 
ruled brown cloth with gilt titles 
to spine. Contents dampstained, 
heavy internal foxing and toning. 
The binding is dulled and rubbed, 
with a portion of the rear board 
dampstained, a heavily worn and 
dulled copy, but complete and
legible, with a sound binding.

Early investigation of the Fox Sis-
ters, and a key text in the history 
of American Spiritualism. Rogers 
argued against a supernatural 
explanation, but believed that the 

under the feet of Isis the Crescent, beneath which, but outside the 
sacred circle, was a vanquished Fiery Serpent; then as a token of the 
supremacy of Tipheroth in the universe, they surrounded the head of 
Isis with a halo of twelve Stars.” [pp. 32-33]

sisters had abnormal nervous 
systems, and psychic phenomena 
and ectoplasm were the result of 
“abnormal cerebrations.”

46. 
The Round.
Edward Santiago.

Ashfield, MA: Morning Star Farm, 
1942. First edition. 8vo, 49, [1] pp, 
black boards stamped in gilt and 
red. No dust jacket. One of a lim-
ited edition of 125 copies handset 
by the author. Previous owner’s 
bookplate, some minor rubbing to 
cloth. Very good.

Lansing has added a pencilled 
note under Santiago’s name which 
reads “Eduardo Sanchez, cousin 
of Anais N., lover of RD.” The RD 
referenced in the description was 
Robert Duncan, friend and fellow 
poet of Gerrit Lansing. Sanchez 
was Nin’s childhood confidant.

A remarkable work which blends 
references to Surrealism, psychol-
ogy, astrology, the occult, William 
Blake and other sources.

47. 
The Odes of Casamire.
Maciej Kazimierz Sarbiewski. G. 
Hils, translator.

London: Printed by T.W. for 
Humphrey Moseley, at the signe 
of the Princes Armes in Pauls
Church-yard, 1646. First edition. 
16mo, [10], 96, 95-141 pp, [Text 
continuous despite pagination]
[p. 68 misnumbered as 98]. Impri-
matur on page 141: “Imprimatur, 
Na. Brent. Feb. 10. 1645.” Latin 
with facing English translation, 
by G. Hils. Sheets trimmed close. 

Lacking the second, additional 
engraved title page. Bound in 
marbled boards, with some rem-
nants of an older leather binding 
embossed in a diamond pattern, 
mended with cloth. Some con-
temporary or early annotations to 
the latin text, some being notes 
of metre, and some in a notation 
system or code unknown to the 
cataloguer. Both boards detached 
but present, bearing the Canadian
bookseller ticket of John Britnell. 
A battered but complete copy.

The first Engish edition of this 
collection of odes in the tradition 
of Horace by the Polish neo-
Latin poet, translated into English 
by George Hils. The Latin originals 
were also presented, giving the 
publication an air of fidelity, but 
in fact Hils took great liberties in 
these translations, and even in 
places altered the Latin originals, 
in order to align Sarbiewski’s work 
with his Royalist aims, in a remark-
able sort of translation as code for 
fellow travelers. For a full discus-
sion of this aspect of the work, 
see Fordonski.

48. 
A Key to Physic, and the Occult 
Sciences: Opening to Mental 
View, the System and Order of 
the Interior and Exterior Heavens; 
The Analogy betwixt Angels, 
and Spirits of Men; And the 
Sympathy between Celestial and 
Terrestrial Bodies. From Whence 
Is Deduced, an Obvious Dis-
crimination of Future Events, in 
the Motions and Positions of the 
Luminaries, Planets, and Stars; 
The Universal Spirit and Economy 
of Nature, in the Production of All 
Things; The Principles of Etherial, 



and Atmospherical Influx, in
Constituting the Proper Recipient 
of Life; The Active and Passive 
Tinctures Requisite in the 
Generation of Men and Brutes; 
And the Foundation and Neces-
sity of That Invisible Agitation 
of Matter, Which Stimulates and 
Impels Every Living Creature to 
the Act of Begetting Its Like; The 
Properties of Vegetable, Mineral, 
and Animal Magnetism: The
Fundamental Causes and Qual-
ities, Visible or Occult, of All 
Diseases, Both of Mind and Body, 
and the Simple Modes Prescribed 
by Nature for Their Prevention 
and Cure. To Which Are Added, 
Lunar Ables, Calculated from 
Sidereal Motion; Exhibiting upon 
the Most Simple, Yet Unerring 
Construction, the Actual Moment 
of the Crisis of Every Disease, 
and the Consequent Termina-
tion Thereof, Whether for Life or 
Death. The Whole Forming an In-
teresting Supplement to Culpep-
er’s Family Physician, and Display 
of the Occult Sciences; Pub-
lished for the Good of All Who 
Search after Truth and Wisdom; 
To Preserve to All the Blessings 
of Health and Life; And To Give 
to All the Knowledge of Primitive 
Physic, and the Art of Healing.
E. (Ebenezer) Sibly.

London: Printed by Hamblin and 
Seyfang and Sold by Champante 
and Whitrow, 1810. 4to, [viii],
395, 75 [1] pp, bound with the 
Appendix to Culpeper’s British 
Herbal. Engraved frontispiece and
12 copper plates, with an addi-
tional 17 botanical plates in 
Culpeper’s Appendix. Old leather
rebacked in calf, with a red 
morocco spine label, gilt com-

partments and florets. Leather
battered, scuffed and heavily 
rubbed through at tips; front hinge 
slightly tender, but holding. Heavy 
foxing to several of the plates.

A posthumous edition of the work 
which was first published around 
1794. Sibly was a doctor and 
astrologer, best known today for 
having cast the natal horoscope 
for the United States of America. 
He was a Freemason, a member 
of Mesmer’s Harmonic Philosoph-
ical School, and a Theosophist. 
The Key includes material on an-
imal magnetism and mesmerism, 
and was influential in the early 
promotion of these theories to the 
public. The work is also remem-
bered today for the beautiful cop-
per engravings, illustrating fetal 
development, the electric nature 
of stars, salt crystals, hypnosis, 
and other subjects.

49. 
The Book of Pleasure (Self-Love). 
The Psychology of Ecstasy.
Austin Osman Spare.

London: Published by the author, 
1913. First edition. Folio, [iv], 60 
pp, bound in limp black boards 
with titles embossed in white on 
cover (Ansell’s state B). One of ap-
proximately 380 copies produced. 
Some light creasing to boards, 
and the occasional small area of 
lift, but a clean, very good or bet-
ter example, and scarce thus - the 
fragile construction of the book, 
and Spare’s obscurity in his own 
time seems to have ensured that 
copies are often found worn.

The first edition of Spare’s third, 
and most fully realized work, one 

of the most unique visual works 
of magic published in book form 
in the 20th century. The book was 
first proposed by Spare as early 
as 1908, when he mentioned it 
in a letter to the publisher John 
Lane. Spare signed a contract 
with Lane in 1910 to publish the 
book, but after later negotiations 
in 1913 fell apart Spare issued the 
book himself, anticipating that 
there would soon be a second 
edition which he could expand. 
None would appear in his life-
time, and the handful of copies 
produced were still available from 
Spare as late as the 1930’s, when 
the occult bookseller Derek 
Rogers bought what was likely the 
last 11 copies directly from Spare. 
See Ansell’s bibliography in Zos
Speaks, p. 287.

50. 
The Focus of Life: The Mutterings  
of Aaos.
Spare, Austin Osman.

London: The Morland Press, 1921. 
First edition. One of a limited 



edition of 650 copies. Second 
state of the first edition, with the 
Francis Marsden attribution slip 
pasted down over the third and
fourth lines of the title page. Ex 
libris C. Reginald Grundy, with his 
bookplate to fep and “p 1699”
inked neatly alongside it. A review 
copy, with slip pasted down onto 
the first blank, and the letter
“R” written in pencil on second 
blank. A battered. good only copy, 
with the boards and spine heavily 
toned, soiled, and rubbed, and the 
hinges cracked.

The only review copy we’ve 
seen of the book, a testament to 
Spares difficulty in presenting his
work to the world. The delicate 
shading and depth of the repro-
ductions in this book have not
been done justice by any of the 
reprints.

Ansell, p. 287.

51.
The Anathema of Zos. The 
Sermon to the Hypocrites. An 
Automatic Writing.
Spare, Austin Osman.

Essex, UK: Privately Published, 
1927. 4to, 21 pp, string-bound in 
dark brown card wraps [Ansell’s 
state c]. One of a limited edition 
of 100 copies, of which this is 
copy no. 15, and signed by Spare. 
With the prospectus and order 
form laid in with a hand correction 
to price. Illustrated with an origi-
nal drawing in color, tipped onto 
first blank and signed by Spare. 
Wraps split at head and foot of 
spine to the strings, and otherwise 
creased and lightly chipped at 
margins, contents lightly toned, 

with a touch of green ink to lower 
margin, else about very good.

According to the prospectus laid 
in, the edition of 100 copies had 
two components - an ordinary
edition of 50 copies, and a deluxe 
edition of 50 copies, bound in 
leather, with an original drawing. 
This example contains a spectac-
ular drawing in color by Spare, but 
is unnumbered and bound 
in wraps.

The drawing is a vibratory portrait 
in color, and a very good one. 
Though not named, the subject
is almost certainly the artist Grace 
Rogers, who had worked with 
Spare on the Golden Hind, and
who encouraged the publication 
of this work.

Ansell, p. 288.

52.
A Book of Automatic Drawings [A 
Book of Automatic Drawing].
Austin Osman Spare.

York Beach: Teitan Press, 2011. 
Folio, bound in gilt-stamped black 
boards backed in black cloth,
utilizing sheets that had originally 
been printed for the Catalpa Press 
edition, but which had not been 
bound at the time. This edition 
limited to 350 numbered copies, 
however, this is one of a small 
subset of copies made for pri-
vate distribution to friends of the 
press, and which has an original 
check stub from Spare and signed 
by him (as “self”) tipped onto a 
publisher’s label which is tipped 
in. This copy lacks the Keith Rich-
mond booklet. Lower tip bumped, 
lightly affecting the text block. 
Very good.

A beautifully produced edition 
and act of resurrection by the 
Teitan Press.

53.
Les Mystères du Verbe : Études 
Ésotériques sur la Vie, les Formes 
et les Couleurs.
Ely Star.

Paris: Chacornac, 1908. First edi-
tion. 8vo, 174 [1] pp, color frontis. 
Bound in illustrated wraps. A
battered, poor copy, the spine 
missing and the binding perished, 
but otherwise complete, and
quite scarce in the trade. OCLC 
locates but 3 holdings.

Star, from 1896 onward was a 
member of the British Hermetic 
Order of the Golden Dawn. In
1896 he became the high priest 

at Samuel “MacGregor” Mather’s 
Paris Ahathoor temple No. 7.

54. 
Near the Star of the Sea.
David Tibet.

London: Durtro, 2006. First edi-
tion. 8vo, unpaginated, bound in 
blue card french wraps. One of
a limited edition of 200 numbered 
and signed copies printed letter-
press by Alan Anderson. Photo-
graphic frontispiece. 

Association copy, inscribed by 
Tibet to Gerrit Lansing in Engish 
and Coptic. 

A collection of three poems, 
dedicated to Sebastian Horsley, 
William Breeze, and Squiggle,
published to celebrate the 10th 
anniversary of the Durto 
press. 

Fine.

55. 
Man’s Highest Purpose (The Lost 
World Regained).
Karel Weinfurter.

London: Rider, nd [c. 1930’s]. 8vo, 
254 pp, bound in brown cloth 
titled in gilt. Translated into Eng-
lish by Arnold Capleton and 
Charles Unger. Bookplate of H. A. 
Gwynne to fep. A worn, shabby 
example, with the spine cocked, 
the hinge cracked after the fep, 
internal foxing and some tide-
marking. Battered, but scarce in 
any condition.

Scarce English translation by the 
Czech occultist Karel Weinfurter, a 
contemporary and friend of 



Gustav Meyrink. Includes materi-
al on William Blake. Lansing has 
annotated this copy, with a
reference on the first blank to a 
passage on p. 109 on the Ladder 
of Set.

56. 
Member Certificate for the 
Fatimid Order of Cairo New York.
Bey, Peter Lanborn Wilson  
[aka Peter Lanborn Wilson, 
Hakim Bey].

np: Moorish Orthodox Church. 8 
1/2 x 11” sheet, printed on card 
stock, with rubberstamping.
A certificate denoting member-
ship in the Fatimid Order of Cairo 
New York, of the Moorish Ortho-
dox Church of America. The certif-
icate is stamped with the seal of 
the Moorish Orthodox Church and 
is signed by Wilson / Bey, but the 
space for the members name is 
here blank.

Fine.

57. 
Tracts 1-3 [with] Pan Osain.
Bey, P. Lanborn Wilson [Peter 
Lanborn Wilson, Hakim Bey].

Brooklyn: Bey, nd [c. 1980’s]. 8vo, 
each issue a single folded sheet 
aid into a card folder. Each tract 
with a separate title, i. e. “Jesus 
the Failure,” “Who Are the Non-
Juring Anglicans,” and “Our 
Roots.” With an additional pam-
phlet entitled “Pan Osain: 
St. Anthony of Egypt,” which is a
single sheet of folded card 
stock. Fine.

A rare collection of early pam-
phlets by Peter Lanborn Wilson, 

i. e. Hakim Bey. Each of the tracts
is signed “P. Lanborn Wilson Bey,” 
a combination of the author’s two 
names. The address for the publi-
cations is given as a P.O. Box 568 
in Brooklyn.

Rare. These are only the second 
time we’ve handled these tracts 
in the last 15 years, and OCLC 
locates no holdings.

OCCULT PERIODICALS

58. 
Brimstone Vol. 1, Nos. I-IV.
Ancient Brotherhood of Satan.

Malden, MA: Ancient Brotherhood 
of Satan, 1989-. 4to, each issue 
photocopied in black and white 
and stapled once at the upper left 
hand corner in red covers. Fine.

Includes correspondence, news, 
and much coverage of the con-
flicts between the Temple of Set
and Anton LaVey’s Church of 
Satan. The fourth issue, largely 
taken up with a critique of LaVey, 
includes an interesting passage 
on the relationship to the 
Situationists and Satanism.

Scarce. OCLC locates only one 
holding, noting that the periodical 
continued into a second volume.

59. 
The Fish Nos. 1-2.
Art Humble.

Gloucester, MA: The Fish, 1988. 
First edition. 4to, each issue 
xeroxed in black and white and
side-stapled. No. 1 is a limited 
edition of 69 hand-numbered 
copies. No. 2 is one of a limited

edition of 100 numbered copies. 
Near fine with some minor toning 
and slight rusting to staples.

Two issues of this late 1980’s 
Gloucester art zine from the 
Discordian milieu, which de-
scribes itself in the first issue as 
“sort of a Newsletter/Billboard/
Soapbox/ Rant Space and/or 
Creative Outlet for several groups 
/ non-groups &/or other organiza-
tions / Disorganizations such as 
the 2nd or 3rd Psychic Church of 
Julie Newmar & Hot Dog Stand, 
The Correspondence Conspiracy
Co-Op, the Chipped Paint Legion 
of the Church of Wood Island, 
and the Manchuck Assassination 
Investigation Machine (MAIM), 
among others.” The zine included 
comics, much material on assas-
sinations, metaphysics, crime, 
chaos, etc.

The list of contributors seem to 
largely be pseudonyms. Lansing is 
thanked in the foreward to
the first issue.

OCLC suggests that no participat-
ing institutions hold the periodicals.

60. 
Mezla Vol. 1, Nos. 8,9,10,11 & 2 
unnumbered issues.
J. R. Ayres et al, eds.

Buffalo, NY: Ordo Templie Orientis, 
c. 1970’s. 4to, each issue a single 
sheet folded once. Offset printed.

Six early issues of this journal for 
followers of Kenneth Grant’s 
Typhonian O.T.O. A total of 13
issues were published in this 
series before publication halted, 
with two revival issues in the

1980’s and a later move to Cincin-
nati, Ohio. In 1990 the publication 
changed title to Mezlim.

Includes articles on Aleister Crow-
ley, Ethyl Oxide, robes, insignias, 
and furnishings for temples and 
rituals, commentaries on Frater 
Achad’s Liber A’ASH, etc. No. 10 is 
notable for publishing Crowley’s 
text “The Antecedents of Thele-
ma”, based upon the mimeograph 
copy sent to Montgomery Evans 
and printed with permission of the 
Lilly Library.

Scarce. OCLC locates no holdings.

61. 
Thanateros 1-4. A Journal of 
Chaos Magick.
Lola Babalon, ed.

Encino, CA: Illuminates of 
Thanateros, 1990-91. 4to, issues 
1-2 side-stapled in card covers.
Issue 3 side-stapled and backed 
in black cloth tape. No. 4 perfect 
bound in wraps. Subtitle varies; 
for no. 1, “Newsletter of the I.O.T.”; 
No. 2, “A Journal of Chaos Mag-
ick”; No. 4, “A Journal of Trans-
Traditional Metaphysics & Com-
parative Religion. No. 1 denoted 
as Set #1, one of 93 hand-num-
bered copies “known from us.”

The first four issues of the organ 
of the I.O.T., focusing on Chaos 
Magick and related concerns,
including texts on Ma’at Magick, 
Astrology, Orisha Systems, Gnos-
tic Tarot, Quantium Qabbala,
Herbalism, the occult and law en-
forcement, Sigil Magic, and more.

Rare. OCLC locates no holdings.



62. 
The Spiritual Revolutionary Vol. 1, 
No. 0.
Kyle Griffith

Palo Alto, CA: S/R Press, 1988. 
First edition. 4to, 20 pp, side-
stapled. Near fine with some rust-
ing to staples.

The debut issue of the zine, which 
was issued in the immediate wake 
of the publication of Griffith’s War 
in Heaven. This issue is notable 
for including an early review of the 
work by Jay Kinney, and a lengthy 
letter from Ivan Stang with much 
content regarding the Church of 
the Subgenius, as well as texts 
by Don Gruenweller, Pauline Fox, 
and Mike Gunderloy of 
Factsheet Five.

OCLC locates only two holdings.

63. 
Abrasax Nos. 1-22.
James M. Martin, ed.

Corpus Christi: James M. 
Martin, 1988-1993. 4to, each issue 
side-stapled in card covers. Back
cover to one issue detached but 
present, otherwise very good to 
near fine with some light fading
to the wraps.

A substantial run of the esoteric 
zine issued by the Ordo Templi 
Baphe-Metis. Some of the
issues are theme issues, including 
ones dedicated to “Lucifer and 
Satan”, “Magick and Ritual”,
“Technomagick”, “Shamanism 
& Wicca”, “Initiation”, “Magic & 
Thelema” etc. Articles cover a
very wide range of topics.

64. 
Zibaq: Vol. 1, Nos. 1-10; Vol. II, No. 
5; Vol. III, No. 1. [Lot of 12 Issues]. 
Occasion Zine of the Order of 
Napunsakäs in the West. [Later] 
The Journal of Advanced
Androgyny.
Order of Napunsakäs in the West.

Corpus Christi: Order of Napun-
sakäs in the West, 1996-1998. 4to, 
each issue xeroxed in black and 
white and stapled once at the 
upper left hand corner. Fine.

A substantial run of this zine of 
the queer occult esoteric order, 
which solicited membership from
“Poofs, pansies, dykes, lezbos, 
queers, fags, fairies, sissies, gou-
dous, willy-woofers, mahuholokus,
she-males, eunuchs, algolagniacs, 
continents, adamists, saliroma-
niacs, scopophiliacs, tribades, 
cross-dressers, fornicators, 
nances, ponces, TV’s, corybants, 
monkey-spankers, fetishists, cat-
amites, gerontophiles, bisexuals, 
auto-erotics, viragoes, frotteurs, 
&c.”

Includes articles on intersexual 
tantra, astral sex with Jesus, being 
a Tantric Queer, travels in Queer 
Asia, etc. Illustrated with erotic 
photography and drawings.

65. 
The Trident: Newsletter of the 
Servants of the Star and Snake. 
Vol. 1, Nos. 2-4, and Vol. II, Nos. 1, 
3, and 4.
Servants of the Star and Snake.

Corpus Christi, Texas: SSS, 1995-
96. 8vo, each issue an original 
xerox in black and white, most
issues saddle-stapled in outer 
wraps which are unprinted on var-
ious colors of paper stock.

A substantial run of the newsletter 
of the Servants of the Star and 
Snake, “a federation of neosha-
mans, magicians, and occultists 
working in the tradition of Tantric 
Shaivism.” - from the masthead.

Scarce. OCLC locates no holdings.

Fine.

66. 
Société Vol. 2, Nos. 1-2  
[with] Catalog.
Technicians of the Sacred.

Burbank, CA: Technicians of the 
Sacred, The International Reli-
gious & Magical Order of
Société-La Couleuver Noire, The 
Neo-African Network, and The 
Ordo Templi Orientis Antiqua,
1988. 4to, each issue xeroxed in 
black and white and side-stapled. 
With a supply catalog from
TOTS, entitled African and  
African-Haitian Religions Magical 
and Religious Supplies Posology
and List of Instruments. Some 
minor toning, else fine.

Two issues of the late 1980’s  
occult periodical devoted to  
Voudoun and other Neo-African
religious systems and art and po-
etry which relate to them. The first 
issue includes A Macumba
Primer by Oxossi the Macumbeiro, 
botanical articles, and a text on 
the Kaos Tarot. The second
issue features an interview with 
Michael Bertiaux and a text on the 
history of the O.T.O.A.

Very scarce. OCLC locates  
holdings only at one institution 
worldwide.

Part II. Theodore Roosevelt Rides 
the Range Reciting Swinburne.

67.
Poems and Ballads.
[Theodore Roosevelt]  
Algernon Swinburne.

London: Chatto & Windus, 1883. 
8vo, 338 + 32 pp, gilt-stamped 
blue cloth. Gracefully inscribed
by Theodore Roosevelt to Miss 
Abbey Lansing at the fep; “Mifs 
Abbey Lansing compliments of
Theodore Roosevelt. I have 
marked (see ‘contents’) the poems 
worth reading; as many are
worthless.”

The presence of this book in  
Gerrit Lansing’s library is a testa-
ment to the prominent history of
the Lansing and Roosevelt fami-
lies in America in New York State 
and particularly Albany - and
also a testament to Roosevelt’s 
wide and eclectic reading, and 
surprising love for Swinburne.

As Corinne Roosevelt Robinson 
writes in 1921;

“His love of poetry in those 
days became a very living thing, 
and the summer following his first
college year was one in which 
the young people of Oyster Bay 
turned with glad interest to the
riches not only of nature but of 
literature as well. I find among my 



papers, painstakingly copied
in red ink in my brother’s hand-
writing, Swinburne’s poem “The 
Forsaken Garden.” He had sent it
to me, copying it from mem-

ory when on a trip to the Maine 
Woods. Later, upon his return, we
would row by moonlight to 
“Cooper’s Bluff” (near which spot 
he was eventually to build his
beloved home, Sagamore Hill) and 
there, having climbed the sandy 
bulwark, we would sit on top of 
the ledge looking out on the shim-
mering waters of the Sound, and 
he would recite with a lilting swing 
in the tone of his voice which 
matched the rhythm of the words” 
‘In a coign of the cliff between 
lowland and highland…. He always 
loved the rhythm of Swinburne….” 
- Corinne Roosevelt Robinson, 
“My Brother Theodore Roosevelt” 
in Robert Bridges et al, eds.  
Scribner’s Vol. 69, pp. 556-568.

Edward Wagenknecht, in his ex-
amination of TR’s reading habits, 
notes Swinburne as the outlier.

“Swinburne, however, was the 
great surprise. I should have ex-
pected T. R. to have turned from
him in loathing. And there are 
poems like the one in praise of 
Nell Gwyn, which he found too 
much to take. Nevertheless, he 
was entranced by Swinburne’s 
melody. He once told Kermit ‘that 
he had particularly enjoyed Swin-
burne and Shelley in ranching 
days in the Bad Lands, because 
they were so totally foreign to the 
life and the country - and supplied 
an excellent antidote to the daily 
round.” [Wagenknecht p. 60].

This strange copy of Swinburne 
is a telling book in Gerrit’s library, 
bringing together the long
American history of his prominent 
family, the social circles in which 
they moved, and also the very 

American paradox of Roosevelt’s 
fascination with a decadent poet 
who explored many themes taboo 
to mainstream society, including 
cannibalism, paganism,  
and homosexuality.

Swinburne was also an important 
influence on Aleister Crowley.

Text block disbound from the 
boards, which are split at the rear 
gutter, but complete, with the
backstrip preserved. A good  
candidate for a rebind.

Part III. Charles Olson and 
his Circle

68. 
Causal Mythology.
Charles Olson.

San Francisco: The Four Seasons 
Foundation, 1969. First edition. 
Wraps creased and lightly toned, 
with a couple narrow faint stains 
to page margins within, the traces 
of being read. Very good.

Association copy, inscribed by 
Olson to Lansing;

”For Gerrit who needs no cause 
/ cause / which for me makes the 
greatest / pleasure. -
The Mythologist. / Eastern Pt. 
Road (imagine, / - the Olde Days.”

In addition, the cover photograph 

of Olson by Steamboat, in which 
Olson has a very serious and 
pedagogical demeanor, has the 
eyeglasses partially filled in, with 
radiating rays spreading outwards 
from Olson’s nose in the same 



ink as the inscription, and likely 
by Olson - a self-depracating and 
tender act of inscription to a  
good friend.

Eastern Point Road is the main 
thoroughfare in Gloucester. East-
ern Point itself, where T. S. Eliot 
summered in his youth, also  
appears in the Maximus Poems.

A remarkable association and 
beautiful inscription that is a  
testament to two neighbors,
colleagues and readers.

69. 
The Distances.
Charles Olson.

New York & London: Grove Press 
& Evergreen Books, 1960.  
First edition. Association copy, 
inscribed by Olson; ”For Gerrit 

Lansing / With my Love & Admira-
tion.” Wraps rubbed at extremities, 
with toning to pages and some 
light foxing to margins of text
block. Very good.

Lansing has made a number of 
annotations in pencil to the text, 
most of which appear
to be noting source materials for 
passages herein, providing valu-
able insight into Olson’s sources, 
from a poet whose erudition often 
informed Olson’s work. A
remarkable association.

70. 
Confucius: The Unwobbling Pivot 
& The Great Digest.
[Charles Olson] Ezra Pound.

[Norfolk, CT]: [New Directions], 
1947. First thus. 8vo, 52, [1], [11] 
pp. bound in the
original printed rose wrappers. 
Wraps toned and a bit faded, with 
a tender ink splatter to
fore edge, else very good.

Association copy, inscribed by 
Charles Olson to Lansing; “For 
Gerrit - for the summer,
LX VIII. Charles.”

71. 
“Bridge-Work” in Kulchur 3.
Charles Olson.

New York: Kulchur, 1961. First 
edition. 8vo, illustrated wraps. A 
heavily read and worn,
fair only copy, with the text block 
detached from the wraps - but 
there is no better copy.

Association copy, inscribed by 
Charles Olson to Lansing; “For 
Gerrit personally. Charles.”

The dedication copy of this poem. 
The Olson poem Bridge-Work 
printed in this issue for the first 
time is printed “with acknowl-
edgements to Gerrit Lansing,” 
indicating Lansing’s help with this 
reading list. The poem reads as a 
reading list of recommended au-
thors “”fr the Old Discourse to the 
New” and includes not only G.R.S. 



Mead, who was heavily represent-
ed in Gerrit’s library, but also

“Aleister Crowley (? particularly/ 
his book on the Tarot.”

The reference is almost certainly 
to Gerrit’s own copy of Crowley’s 
The Book of Thoth (see item no. 
12), which until that point had 
only appeared in the very rare first 
edition, of which only 200 copies 
were issued and fewer distributed. 
While it is impossible to say for 
sure, this suggests that Gerrit’s 
copy was the copy which  
Olson read.

A remarkable association attest-
ing to the importance of Lansing’s 
erudition and library to Olson and 
the New American Poetry.

72. 
Projective Verse.
Charles Olson.

New York: Totem Press, 1959. First 
edition. 8vo, 14 pp, saddle-stapled 
in wraps illustrated by Matsumi 
Kanemitsu. Wraps heavily toned, 
but a sturdy very good copy.

The first edition of one of the 
most enduring and influential po-
etic manifestos of the last
century, a central text for the 
Black Mountain diaspora and the 
New American Poetry, published 
by Leroi Jones at the Totem Press. 
This copy belonged to Lansing, 
and contains three pencilled 
corrections to the text.  

The first two correct errors which 
Olson had made. In the final cor-
rection, Lansing has crossed out 
the “im” in the world “impossible” 
in the next to last paragraph, and 
written in the margins, “possible.” 
The change is incorporated into 
later printings of Olson’s text. A 
tender and resonant correction.

73. 
A Curriculum of the Soul Nos. 
1-28 [All Published].
The Institute of Further Studies. 
Albert Glover and John Clarke, 
eds.

[Canton, NY]: Institute of Further 
Studies, 1972-1985. 8vo, each 
issue mimeographed or offset 
printed from typescript and sad-
dle-stapled in illustrated card 
wraps. With the postcard originally 
tipped into fascicle 16 detached, 

but present (and scarce thus).
With a letter from the editor, 
John Clarke, in response to a 
letter from Lansing (not present) 
discussing David Tirrell and his 
authorship of the 19th fascicle,  
on alchemy.

Occasional toning and creasing, 
a touch of foxing here and there 
but a generally very good set 
with the exception of the Wieners 
fascicle, which has tidemarking to 
the wraps. The letter is fair only, 
extensively toned, watermarked 
and creased, but complete and
entirely legible.

A complete run of this periodi-
cal, one of the most unusual and 
brilliant undertakings of American 
postwar poetry. The series grew 
out of The Magazine of Further 
Studies, and was a specific re-
sponse to Charles Olson’s text 
“A Plan for the Curriculum of the 
Soul” in the fifth issue of that mag-
azine, a remarkable map-text by 
Olson that listed subjects, names, 
and other topos and which was 
reproduced inside the covers 
of early fascicles. After Olson’s 
death, John Clarke took 28 of 
these topics, and the periodical 
was born and bourne along.

Authors of each fascicle  
included Albert Glover, Duncan 
McNaughton, John Wieners,  
Michael Boughn, Lisa Jarnot, Fred 
Wah, John Clarke, Robert Duncan, 
Alice Notley, Robin Blaser, Robert 
Dalke, George F. Butterick, Edward 
Kissam, Edgar Billowitz, Harvey 
Brown, Lewis Macadams, Ed 
Sanders, Michael Bylebyl, David 
Tirrell, Daniel Zimmerman,  
Drummond Hadley, James Koller,  



Gerrit Lansing, Michael McClure, 
John Thorpe, Joanne Kyger, 
Anselm Hollo, and Robert Grenier.

The letter discussing the fascicle 
on Alchemy is typewritten, cov-
ering the entire recto and half of 
the verso, and gives remarkable 
insight into the life of David Tirrell, 
who had studied with J. H. Prynne 
and gone on to become a mem-
ber of the psychedelic band
Dendron, and a member of  
Timothy Leary’s Millbrook Com-
munity. It includes a passing
reference to tripping with the 
Fugs. The letter also includes an 
overview of how the authors were 
chosen for each fascicle.

74. 
A Curriculum of the Soul  
[Complete]
Albert Glover, ed.

np: Glover Publishing for the 
Institute of Further Studies, 2010. 
4to, xxvii, 852 pp, handbound by 
Sarah Creighton in reflective cloth 
and housed in a brick red cloth 
slipcase. One of a limited edition 
of 50 hand-numbered copies. 
Design and typography by Michael 
Russem, and printed by the Level-
lers Press. Fine in a fine slipcase.

The beautifully designed and 
printed collection of the original 
issues of the series, mostly  
reserved for subscribers.

75. 
North Country Medicine 1-5.
Glover, Al (Albert), ed.

Canton, NY: Institute of Further 
Studies, 1971-72. First edition. 4to. 
Mimeographed leaves  

stapled once at the upper left 
hand corner. Association copies, 
addressed and mailed to Gerrit 
Lansing, with a note to him from 
Glover on the cover of no. 1.

A nearly complete run, missing 
only the final number or two, of 
this scarce little magazine. North 
Country Medicine was edited by 
Al Glover, who had studied under
Charles Olson at Buffalo, and 
with Clarke, Wah, and Butterick 
founded The Institute for Further 
Studies. In unpublished corre-
spondence from Glover to Robert 
Duncan that we’ve seen in  
Duncan’s set of NCM we handled 
several years ago, Glover stated 
that he was inspired by the news-
letter model of Floating Bear, but 
wanted a magazine with a  
different editorial stance. In NCM’s 
short life Glover incorporated 
historical texts, including Native 
American texts, anthropological 
texts, and classical scholarship. 
Features contributions across 
the issues from Charles Olson, 
Charles Simic, John Clarke, Ian 
Clarke, Ron Caplan, Derryll White, 
Gladys McLeod, Jacob Lititz,  
Harvey Brown, George Butterick 
et al.

Final leaf of no. 2 detached but 
present, some scattered toning 
and creasing, but generally  
very good.

Part IV. Poetry and Association 
Copies.
 

76. 
Poetic Justice.
Charles Bernstein.

Baltimore: Pod Books, 1979. First 
edition. 4to, wraps. Wraps foxed 
and toned. Very good.

Association copy, inscribed to 
Gerrit Lansing in the year follow-
ing publication:

“For G. L.,
Mapping the hum-
Charles.”

77. 
Revolutionary Letters.
Diane di Prima.

San Francisco: City Lights, 2007. 
Fifth, expanded edition. 8vo, 
wraps. Association copy,
inscribed to Gerrit Lansing:

“For Gerrit
my brother +
fellow traveler
in the realms of gold
all my love
Diane.”

This expanded edition incorpo-
rated 23 poems written since the 
previous publication, another
ongoing installment into this 
superb and ongoing series which 
becomes more relevant each
passing day.

78. 
Fun With Forms.
Diane Di Prima.

San Francisco: Eidolon Editions, 
2001. First edition. 4to, clip bound 
with a color xerox cover into
a blue card folder with glassine 
overlay sheet. One of a limited 
edition of 25 numbered copies
for friends, signed by the poet at 
colophon. This copy is inscribed 
to Gerrit Lansing:

“Dear Gerrit - our phone conver-
sation on the holy days gave me 
the idea to make this in all its
Silliness. Hope you enjoy it. Love 
always Diane.”

A beautiful book. OCLC locates 
no holdings.

Fine.

79. 
The Mask Is the Path of the Star.
Diane di Prima.

Louisville, KY: White Fields Press, 
1993. First edition. 8vo, sad-
dle-stapled wraps. Of an edition
limited to 50 copies, this is #7 of 
10 reserved for the author.  
Association copy, inscribed to 
Gerrit Lansing:

“For Gerrit
@ Solstice
w/ love
Diane.

‘Day Star
we ridge
toward dawn.”

Rare chapbook printing for
the first time this beautiful poem  
from Loba.

Fine.



80. 
Poems are Angels.
Diane di Prima.

San Francisco: Omerta Publica-
tions, 2013. First edition. 8vo,  
saddle-stapled in wraps illustrated
in color by the author. One of a 
limited edition of 200 copies.  
Tender small green inkspot
penetrating through the first few 
pages, else fine.

Association copy, beautifully  
inscribed to Lansing;

“Onward into the Sun!
for Gerrit
dearest friend-
Magus / + astral
sweetheart

‘got your back,
lovely one.!’
as you have
mine

through the worlds-

Diane.

81. 
Freddie Poems.
Diane di Prima.

Point Reyes, CA: Eidolon Editions, 
1974. First edition. 8vo. Offset 
printed and perfect bound in
wraps illustrated after a photo-
graph by George Herms. The edi-
tion was limited to 1000 copies,
of which 500 were offered for 
sale, and 500 were numbered and 
signed and given to friends of
Herko and di Prima. This is one 
of the latter, and is inscribed to 
Gerrit Lansing.

Small droplet dampstain to fore 
edge, slightly penetrating; some 
minor toning to wraps. Very
good.

82. 
Songs Set Two - A Short Count.
Dorn, Edward (Ed).

Buffalo, NY: Frontier Press, 1970. 
First edition. 16mo, wraps. Near 
fine with some faint smudging  
to wraps.

Association copy, inscribed to 
Lansing in the year of publication; 
“For Mr. Lansing the
perspicaciousness Hermes of 
your messaging. Edward Dorn 
Chicago 9 Mar 70.”

83. 
Medieval Scenes 1950 and 1959.
Robert Duncan.

Kent: Kent State University Librar-
ies, 1978. 8vo, saddle-stitched 
in blue string in card wraps. With 
errata slip laid in. This copy with a 
handwritten colophon by Robert 
Duncan, denoting this as copy 
no. 3 of only 4 issued “Hors de 
Commerce for Gerrit Lansing, ‘the 
hosts of the glittering day return’. 
Robert Duncan.” Near fine with 
some minor crimping to yapped 
wraps, which have a short nick at 
head of rear wrap.

The second edition, following the 
first edition of 1950 - this edition 
adds an afterword by Robert
Bertholf, and is one of only 4  
copies of Bertholf’s A3 state e, 
with blue string instead of red, 
and no bloodstain.

84. 
Of the War.
Robert Duncan. 

Berkeley: Oyez, 1966. First edi-
tion. 8vo, saddle-stapled wraps. 
Near fine with a couple of droplet 
stains to wraps.

Association copy, inscribed by 
Robert Duncan:

“For Gerrit
fellow in the
magic of poetry.
Robert.”

A beautiful association between 
two friends and poets who exten-
sively incorporated theories of
magic into their work.

85. 
Young Robert Duncan: Portrait  
of the Poet as a Homosexual  
in Society.
[Robert Duncan] Ekbert Faas.

Santa Barbara: Black Sparrow 
Press, 1983. First edition. 8vo, 361 
pp, photographically illustrated 
wraps. With Lansing’s signature to 
the first blank, and with extensive 
annotations throughout the text in 
pencil in his hand.

Lansing appeared to have found 
this book of particular interest, 
and annotated it carefully,
supplying names and in some 
cases making corrections in  
the text.

86. 
Fictive Certainties.
Robert Duncan.

New York: New Directions, 1985. 

First edition, wrappered issue. A 
well-read, creased, toned copy 
with a cracked spine. Good only.

Extensively annotated by Lansing, 
especially with regards to the in-
fluence of Whitman and Dante.

87. 
Pavilions.
Kenward Elmslie.

New York: Tibor de Nagy Editions, 
1961. First edition. Oblong 16mo, 
34 pp, saddle-stapled wraps with 
integral printed dust jacket. Il-
lustrated with a collage by Ron 
Gorchov, and designed by Fred R. 
Siegle. Very good with a touch of 
fading to spine, and light creasing 
to wraps.

Association copy, inscribed by 
Elmslie in the year of publication:

“For Gerrit April 27, 1961 / with 
gratitude (entitled) / + with love 
(longstanding).”

A remarkable association copy 
of Elmslie’s first book, linking not 
only fellow poets, but childhood
friends.

88. 
As above,

but inscribed by Elmslie in the 
year of publication to Mrs. Charles 
Lansing; “For Aunt Alice / with
love / May 15 / 1967. KYE.”

89. 
Moving Right Along.
Kenward Elmslie.

Calais, Vermont: Z Press, 1980. 
First edition. 8vo, wraps (illustrat-



ed by Joe Brainard). Very good
with some toning to wraps, and a 
small smudge to fore edge.

Association copy, inscribed by 
Kenward Elmslie:

“For Gerrit - ‘Frozen fava beans a 
treat’ Love, Kenward Washington 
D.C. Mar 13, ‘80.” In addition, the 
book is also signed at the title 
page.

The line “frozen fava beans a 
treat” is from Elmslie’s poem  
Micronesia, which appears in  
this volume;

“...When I prepare it,/ I remember 
azure summer days./ Frozen fava 
beans a treat. Slip/ them
out of their mufti jackets!/ In or-
derly rows. Orderly rows.”

An evocative association.

90. 
Power Plant Poems.
Kenward Elmslie and  
Joe Brainard.

New York: C Press, [1967]. First 
edition. 4to, offset printed and 
side-stapled in illustrated covers.
Covers rather toned, otherwise 
very good.

Association copy, inscribed by 
both Kenward Elmslie and Joe 
Brainard to Gerrit. “For Gerrit, Mar
9, 1967. ‘I Was There.’ Love, Ken-
ward.” Underneath his printed 
name, Brainard has added
“Love, Joe” in his distinctive hand.

91. 
The Champ.
Kenward Elmslie & Joe Brainard.

Los Angeles: Black Sparrow Press, 
1968. First edition. 4to, 68 pp, 
printed wraps. Illustrated with
drawings by Joe Brainard. First 
edition, wrappered issue, one of 
750 copies issued thus. A very
good copy with some uneven 
fading to the wraps and a touch of 
toning.

Association copy, inscribed by 
Elmslie in the year of publication 
at the first blank:

“For Gerrit- ‘Insignias Appeared...’ 
/ Love, Kenward, June 14, 1968.”

The quote is a reference to the 
section of the long poem found 
on p. 38 -

“How equivocal. Whenever he 
encountered anguish,
he lied and looked for a gaunt 
person, pearled.
Hurling themselves as if the air 
were drugged,
insignias appeared: a crocodile 
out of the clarity,”

92. 
I Have the World.
Vincent Ferrini.

London: The Fortune Press, 1967. 
First edition. 8vo, 61 pp, bound in 
turquoise cloth titled in gilt
at the spine. Fine in a very good 
jacket a bit torn and crimped at 
extremities.

Association copy, beautifully 
inscribed in the year following 
publication:

“For Gerrit [illegible] lost me / 
who has this in him. With/ Love vf. 
Gloucester / [illegible] / Some
[illegible] afternoon 1968.”

93. 
Howl and Other Poems.
Allen Ginsberg.

San Francisco: The City Lights 
Pocket Bookshop, 1956. First edi-
tion. 16mo, 44 pp, bound in
black wraps printed in blue, with 
a white wraparound pastedown 
printed in black and price of 75
cents to rear. The first edition, first 
state, with Lucien Carr’s name 
printed on the dedication
page.The wraps are grubby and 
toned, with tidemarking creating 
a partial coastline along the spine 
and at the margins of the wraps, 
lightly affecting the interior in a 
couple of spots. A beat
copy.

94. 
What I Believe. Transpiration / 
Transpiring.
Robert Grenier.

Minnesota. Oakland: O Books, c. 
1990. 4to, loose leaves housed in 
a printed clamshell box.
Association copy, with a 2pp. 
holograph letter from Grenier to 
Gerrit Lansing, along with a color
xerox print of a scrawl piece. Con-
tents fine, in a very good box that 
is lightly rubbed at extremities.

A great letter, sent from Bolinas 
April 17, 1994, which was sent 
with the work to Lansing; “Ken
tells me you’ve not seen this (+ 
also - God forbid! etc - it’s been 
‘cited’ as something or other in
some kind of ‘dispute’ currently 
‘raging’ twxit you + Don B.” Greni-
er goes on to provide some
valuable insight into the work, fi-
nally recommending Lansing hold 
four pages of one section up
to the light to read.

95. 
That This.
Susan Howe.

New York: New Directions, 2010. 
First edition. 8vo, trade paper-
back. Abrasion to back cover
from price sticker removal. Very 
good.

Association copy, inscribed to 
Lansing;

“For Gerrit -
telepathy
and philosophy.”



96. 
Catalpa.
Kenneth Irby.

Lawrence, KS: Tansy Press, 1977. 
First edition. 4to, 111 pp, wraps. 
Battered, with heavy dampstain-
ing, and possibly an old blood-
stain to cover, the binding partially 
cracked, beat to hell and all the 
sweeter for it.

The dedication copy, and the  
first copy, inscribed by Kirby:
“For Gerrit the first copy.” The 
inscription continues over the 
whole page, a portion of which is 
in another language unfamiliar  
to the cataloguer, along with  
a drawing.

There is no better copy of this 
superb work, tribute to an old 
friendship.

97. 
Ridge to Ridge: Poems 1990-2000.
Kenneth Irby.

Ann Arbor: Otherwinds Press, 
2001. First edition. 8vo, 58 pp, 
illustrated wraps. With a single
authorial correction to the text. 
Association copy, beautifully in-
scribed with a drawing of a full
page landscape and a pentagram:

“This copy is for / Gerrit / Love 
Ken / Lawrence December 2001 / 
With whom the conversation /
is deepest water inter-change / 
intrinsicate / will never cease/ 
star-setter us far-setter / us
closest intensity / incarnadine.”

Fine.

98. 
Antiphonal and Fall To Fall.
Kenneth Irby.

Boulder: The Kavyayantra Press 
and the Naropa Institute, 1994. 
First edition. Square 8vo,
saddle-stapled wraps. One of a 
limited edition of 200 copies. Fine.

Association copy, beautifully in-
scribed by Irby at the last page to 
Gerrit Lansing in the year
following publication; “This copy 
for Gerrit / Magister, friend, love / 
across all the years [illegible] / in 
the hold of what’s to come.”

99. 
The Intent On: Collected Poems, 
1962-2006.
Kenneth Irby.

Berkeley: North Atlantic Books, 
2009. First edition. Association 
copy, inscribed to Gerrit Lansing
in pencil in Gloucester in 2010 
with a landscape drawing:

“This copy is for Gerrit. Compan-
ion of Companions, of every day, 
of first recognitions, of
making, of Love that makes the 
Household ours the World, makes 
First Hospitality Renewal,
Polypragmosyne of Spirit, beyond 
Far Reaching, Dearest Brother, 
Nourisher, Revealer,
Magister, Maker, Delighter! From 
ever & ever on Messinger-Magical! 
These fandangoes &
interventions into what certain 
share. Love Ken.”

Fine in a fine dust jacket.

100. 
To Max Douglas.
Kenneth Irby.

[Lawrence, KS]: Tansy, 1971. 
First edition. 8vo, saddle-stapled 
wraps. The first edition, not to be
confused with the 1974 edition 
which added an introduction by 
Ed Dorn. Smudging and toning
to the wraps. Very good.

Association copy, inscribed by 
Irby in the year of publication 
among the lines of a landscape
drawing:

“For Gerrit
in Gloucester
30 Oct 71
at Linda’s - the three 
quarter
Moon over the Inner Harbor

‘Albion homestead, the return
against the North Atlantic.’
[pentagram]
Ken”

101. 
Tennyson: The Unquiet Heart.
[Kenneth Irby] Robert Martin.

Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1980. 
8vo, 643 pp, bound in dark grey 
cloth. No dust jacket. Very
good.

Inscribed by Kenneth Irby with a 
cloud and sun drawing to Lansing:

“For Gerrit
for his birthday
25 Feb 1981
the poet’s life.
Con abrazos, besos
& love always.
[pentagram]
Ken”

Beneath the inscription Irby  
has added the 11 final lines from  
Tennyson’s poem Tiresias,
beginning ’and these eyes will 
find…”

While this section is often touted 
as an example of Tennyson’s skill 
at free verse, this particular
passage likely had a deeper res-
onance for both poets. Tennyson 
based these lines on Pindar’s
description of Elysium, here sung 
to mourn the death of his friend 
Arthur Hallam. Certainly Lansing 
would have been familiar with the 
apparent appearance of Hallam in 
a spirit photograph of his ex-fian-
cee after his death, an episode 
which haunted Tennyson.

Lansing has annotated the ffep 
with a note pointing to pp.28-29, 
pointing towards an account of
Tennyson’s letter to B.P. Blood in 
which he describes the waking 
trance that visited the poet in
childhood, an intimation of 
boundless existence brought on 
by the repeated recitation of his 
own name.

102. 
The Scorpions.
Robert Kelly.

Garden City, New York: Double-
day, 1967. First edition. Very good, 
with a cock to the spine and
page toning, in a very good dust 
jacket that is toned and faded 
overall, with some rubbing and
short tears to extremities.

The dedication copy, inscribed to 
Lansing at length on the dedica-
tion page beneath the printed
dedication,



“et mansimus in tenebris undar-
um.”

The best copy.

103. 
The Child’s Book of Ritual Magic.
[Robert Kelly]

[Annandale-on-Hudson]: nd [c. 
1960’s]. Two foolscap pages, 
mimeographed from typescript
and drawing on rectos only and 
stapled once at the upper left 
hand corner. Initialed in plate
“RK”.

104. 
Bedrooms Have Windows.
Kevin Killian.

New York: Amethyst Press, 1991. 
First edition. 8vo, trade  

paperback. Inscribed by Killian to
Lansing in the year of publication. 
In addition, Lansing has written in 
pencil on the title page,
“one of the best of childhood & 
youth memoirs” and beneath it 
“not a novel: ‘not a novel, though
reviewed as such’ - K. Killian, in 
letter.”

105. 
Argento Series.
Kevin Killian.

San Francisco: Krupskaya, 2001. 
First edition. Near fine with some 
faint soiling to wraps and a
touch of foxing to half-title page.

Association copy, inscribed  
by Kevin Killian to fellow poet  
Gerrit Lansing;

“For Gerrit Lansing
my 1st book of poetry
love Kevin 2001”

A powerful work, in part a read-
ing of the AIDS crisis through the 
horror films of Dario Argento.
Despite the late date of publica-
tion, a very scarce book.

106. 
Always Love a Stranger
[Joseph LeSueur, attr.] 
Roger Davis

New York: Hillman Books, 1961. 
First edition. 16mo, 160 pp, paper-
back. A tattered copy, badly torn 
on the cover with significant loss 
to the image.

Underneath the author’s name on 
the title page Joseph Lesueur’s 
name is pencilled in. Lansing
often made a practice of pencil-
ling in attributions beneath  

pseudonyms in the books of his
library, though it isn’t clear wheth-
er the handwriting in this case is 
Gerrit’s or not.

A frank Greenwich Village novel 
with bisexual and gay characters. 
According to Drewey Wayne
Gunn, the name “Roger Davis” is a 
pseudonym. [Gunn, p. 128]. I knew 
I had heard the phrase
“Always Love a Stranger,” before, 
but couldn’t place it. LeSueur’s 
name sent me back to the poems 
of Frank O’Hara, where I found 
the following passage in the poem 
Reverdy, written with Bill Berkson;

“Here are two cups, a Keats, a 
comb and a brush, four packs of 
cigarettes, an ashtray labeled
“Chance,” two boxes of matches, 
a rope, Always Love a Stranger, a 
wire brush and a carved piece of 
wood, which I cannot understand. 
This is where Reverdy still lives, 
inexplicable as ever.”



The poem was written in memory 
of Reverdy after his death in july 
of 1960, during the time O’Hara 
and LeSueur were living together. 
The poem reads as an inventory 
poem, and it isn’t too far of a leap 
to imagine that it catalogs the 
contents of a table in their shared 
apartment, with the italicization 
a reference to a book title. While 
the mere presence of the title 
doesn’t indicate that it was by 
LeSueur, we know that LeSueur 
was trying to wrote “low-life” nov-
els at the time - later in that poem, 
two other titles are listed: “You 
Die with Your Eyes Open Don’t 
You” and “Wake Up and Die,” 
which, according to Berkson’s 
notes “were two of the working 
titles for a Horace McCoy-type 
low-life novel Joe LeSueur was 
working on at the time.”

“They are both alone. How do you 
feel about titles like They Are Both 
Alone, Wake Up and Die,
You Die with Your Eyes Open 
Don’t You?, Chair Vive, Poem?”

None of this is enough evidence 
to  make the attribution, but the 
cumulative weight of the anecdo-
tal evidence is persuasive.  
Perhaps somebody more familiar 
with LeSueur’s life and work will 
pick up the thread. If true, it would 
be a remarkable addition to the 
literature of the New York School.

107. 
The First Cities.
Audre Lorde.

New York: The Poets Press, 1968. 
First edition. 8vo, saddle-stapled 
in printed wraps. With a poem 
as introduction by the publisher, 

Diane DiPrima. Light crease to 
lower tip lightly bending the pages 
throughout, else a fine example.

Lorde’s first book, one of the most 
important first books of the dec-
ade with a beautiful story behind 
the production of the book. Lorde 
and DiPrima had been friends 
since they were teengers, when 
both attended Hunter College 
High School. DiPrima urged Lorde 
to publish this book, under the 
imprint she started after moving 
back to NYC.

“Diane DiPrima -that was 1967- 
she had started the Poets Press; 
and she said, “You know, it’s time 
you had a book.’ And I said, ‘Well, 
who’s going to print it?’ ... Diane 
said, ‘You have to print these. Put 
‘em out.’ Lorde, in an interview 
with Adrienne Rich published in 
Signs Vol. 6, No. 4 (Summer, 1981), 
pp. 713-736.

DiPrima was pregnant with her 
second child as the book went 
into production, and on Christmas 
Eve Lorde arrived at DiPrima’s 
apartment in time to deliver  
the baby.

108. 
The Caerleon Edition of  
the Works of Arthur Machen  
[Complete in 9 Volumes].
Arthur Machen

London: Martin Secker, 1923. First 
edition. 8vo, each volume uni-
formly bound in blind-ruled
green cloth stamped in gilt. One 
of a limited edition of 1000 copies, 
signed by Machen in the first
volume. A very good or better set, 
with some minor dulling to spine 

and gilt, and offsetting to
each volume at the first blank.

Even before setting foot in  
Lansing’s house for the first time,  
I already knew that Machen’s  
work would be in Gerrit’s library. 
Machen features in a brief pas-
sage in Iain Sinclair’s book  
American Smoke, in which  
Sinclair travels to Gloucester  
and visits Lansing’s library after an 
event organized by David Rich;

“After refilling my glass, our host, 
patron of the whole scene, led me 
away to the sofa in another,
more private, room. ‘Do you pro-
nounce it May-chin or Mack-en? 
he said. Not like the Rugby
League malcontent of David  
Storey’s A Sporting Life, as im-
personated by Richard Harris, I 
told him. ‘Oh, Mack-en, Mack-en,’ 
he tasted, now satisfied…Books, 
Lansing implied, and I was happy 
to agree, do more than furnish a 
room.” - Iain Sinclair, American 
Smoke pp. 58-59.

109. 
Shifters.
Steve McCaffery.

[Toronto]: Ganglia, 1976. First edi-
tion. 8vo, saddle-stapled wraps. 
Association copy, inscribed by
McCaffery to fellow poet  
Gerrit Lansing;

“for Gerrit
to gather
twogether through
the fossils of the famous
[addition of the word “teve” in a 
thought bubble emanating from 
the “S” of the title]

with respect and
friendship
Toronto April 1978”

A very early title from McCaffery, 
now scarce.

Fine.

110. 
A Fresh Young Voice From  
the Plains.
Eileen Myles.

New York: Power Mad Press, 1981. 
First edition. 8vo, 66 pp, photo-
graphically illustrated wraps.
With photographic credit rubber-
stamped to verso of title page, as 
issued. Wraps toned and soiled, 
with a couple droplet stains, else 
very good.

Association copy, inscribed  
to Lansing in the year following  
publication;

“Gerrit from Eileen, Love, 1982”.

111. 
The Importance of Being Iceland.
Eileen Myles.

Los Angeles: Semiotexte, 2009. 
Fine. Association copy, inscribed 
by Myles:

For Mom Gerrit.
My most important reader.  
Love, E.



112. 
The Inferno.
Eileen Myles.

New York: O/R Books, 2010. First 
edition. Fine.

Association copy, inscribed by 
Myles:

“For my one and only  
mother Gerrit
Love ya
E.”

113. 
The Knife.
Stephen Rodefer.

Toronto: Island Press, 1965. First 
edition. 8vo, saddle-stapled 
wraps. One of a limited edition of

350 copies.

Association copy, inscribed  
to Lansing;

“For Gerrit Lansing / from 
Gloucester / out to here! /  
Stephen Rodefer.”

114. 
The Battlefield Where the Moon 
Says I Love You.
Frank Stanford.
Fayetteville: Lost Roads Publishing 

Company, 1977. First edition. 8vo, 
542 pp, printed wraps. A battered, 
faded, good only copy, creased at 
the spine, foxed and soiled.

The first edition of the greatest 
American epic poem. The cover 
to the first edition of Battlefield
features a newswire photograph 
of corpses and grievers taken on 
the last day of the Vietnam War at 
the Saigon airport, an image which 

tied the work to the era in which 
it was composed and published 
in an indelible way. The titles in 
Century Schoolbook bold, all 
lower case and leftaligned in red, 
combined with the stark imagery 
of the newswire photograph and 
the physical heft of the book are 
unforgettable, and a very differ-
ent reading experience from the 
reprint, which abandoned the 
original design.

In a letter from John Moritz to 
Lansing, Moritz expresses surprise 
that Lansing knew Stanford - an 
unusual circumstance given the 
obscurity of Stanford’s work be-
fore his premature death in 1978. 
We are curious to find out more.

115. 
Parts and Other Parts.
Charles Stein.

Barrytown: Station Hill, 1982. First 
edition. 8vo, wraps. Wraps a little 
toned and soiled, but very good.

Association copy, inscribed  
to Lansing;

“For Gerrit
from one ‘point’
to an other
love
Chuck.”

The inscription lies within a circle 
which is joined to a line connect-
ing the two stone heads of the 
title page. A beautiful inscription 
and association between two fel-
low poets. Among the many sym-
pathes between their bodies of 
work, Stein edited the other great 
little magazine influenced by the 
occult in the 1960’s, Aion, which 
sadly ran for only a single issue.

116. 
Greed Parts One and Two.
Diane Wakoski.

Los Angeles: Black Sparrow Press, 
1968. First edition. 8vo. Sad-
dle-stitched wraps. One of 250
copies thus, out of a total edition 
of three hundred. Near fine with 
some light creasing to the wraps.

Association copy, inscribed  
to Lansing;

“For Gerrit, who understands 
about all the passions and plants 
them under the heavenly tree.
Diane.” In addition, Wakoski has 
added a small drawing of the 
moon over the land beneath the
inscription.

117. 
Suicide Rates.
Lewis Warsh.

Eugene: Toad Press, 1967. First 
edition. 8vo., 10 pp., saddle-sta-
pled wraps. A touch of sunning
along the spine, else fine.

Association copy, inscribed by 
Lewis Warsh to his fellow poet 
Gerrit Lansing in the year  
of publication.

Warsh’s first book, published by 
Bill Thomas at the Toad Press in 
Eugene, Oregon.



118. 
Ace of Pentacles.
John Wieners. 

New York: James F. Carr & Rob-
ert A. Wilson, 1964. First edition. 
8vo, 72 pp. The wrappered issue, 
published simultaneously with the 
hardcover edition. Spine cocked, 
toning, soiling and dampstaining 
within and without.

Association copy, inscribed by 
John Wieners to Lansing and dat-
ed in the year of publication:

“To Gerrit from John, 1964. In 
Memory of Much of His Love.”

Wieners’ second full length book. 
A remarkable association. Wie-
ners and Lansing first met in
NYC, and were friends until Wie-
ners’ death in 2002.

Wieners is the subject of one of 
Lansing’s most powerful short 

poems, “For John Wieners,
1934-2002.”

“his poems fragments of a 
disordered devotion
always his primal leading, glimmer 
of dusk
and hits, blue, gay, and mad, fight-
ing anxiety
in colored boxer shorts on lonely 
beds, snowlit
in inky storms, flash hotels with 
neon glow,
until exhausted
the sound of drums in early after-
noon, the poems
echoing our marvelous faults, 
their fruits.”

119. 
Pressed Wafer.
John Wieners.

New York: The Gallery Upstairs 
Press, 1967. First edition. 8vo, 
saddle-stitched wraps. One of a
limited edition of 1000 copies. 

This copy is inscribed by John 
Wieners to Lansing in the year of
publication;

“Gerrit Sweetheart, John 1967.”

Very good with fading to the  
extremities.

120. 
Lullabies Twisters Gibbers Drags.
Jonathan Williams.

Highlands: The Nantahala Foun-
dation, 1963. First edition. Sad-
dle-stapled oblong wraps
[illustrated by R. B. Kitaj].  
Association copy, inscribed by 
Jonathan Williams to his friend 
and fellow poet Gerrit Lansing;

“for general Set from Col. Wm, 
from the front - onward! 1964 
Dixieland.”

In addition, someone, perhaps 
Mr. Williams, has made a beautiful 
pencil and ink drawing of a
sleeping cat upside down on the 
copyright page, and there is an 
ink addition to the text in
Williams’ hand.

“General Set” is likely a reference 
to Lansing’s magazine Set. A 
beautiful association.

Very good with some staining and 
minor indenting to wraps.
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Afterword. Brief Chronicle of  
an Acquisition

The first few times I heard the 
name Gerrit Lansing, it was  
uttered by a friend with such
reverence that confessing igno-
rance of him seemed tantamount 
to asking, “Jesus who?” in dia-
logue with the pope. Subsequent 
research provided some context 
for E.’s quasi-worship: experimen-
tal poet and intrepid explorer of 
the hidden realms of both Eastern 
and Western thought, Lansing was 
the Magus of Gloucester, whose 
friends and acquaintances includ-
ed Christopher Isherwood, the 
composer John La Touche,  
Robert Duncan as well his out-
sized neighbor Charles Olson.

Some years later, a bookseller- 
poet acquaintance from the  
Pacific Northwest came by my 
shop in Western Massachusetts, 
and told me that Gerrit had 
passed away, and it had fallen 
to him, the bookseller-poet, to 
advise the estate how best to 
dispose of the fifteen thousand 
books left in his house on Cape 
Ann. I hazarded to remind him 
that I enjoyed acquiring large 
libraries. To my surprise, I was 
summoned to Gloucester the 
following Autumn to inspect the 
library, along with J., another 
bookseller who had just opened 
a shop in the Hudson Valley. We 
met in Northampton and traversed 
the commonwealth together. D., 
the Poet-Bookseller, greeted us 
on arrival. He had spent the week 
combing through the library for 
significant items that might be
included in Gerrit’s archive, as 
well as his own inventory. Also, a 

specialist in occult material had
come through and laid claim to 
the roughly 3,000 esoteric works 
in the house. That left us a mere 
11,500 books to look at.

J. is a condition freak, and it took 
him roughly 90 seconds to deter-
mine that many of the books were 
marked, warped, chipped, foxed. 
Witheringly, he pronounced his 
verdict: Lansing’s was a reader’s 
library. He wanted to no part of it. 
He took my keys and skipped out.

I perused the many rooms of 
books. A wall of Hindu philosophy 
here; a small case of Jung there. 
Thousands of volumes of poet-
ry. Shelves of surrealist literature 
in English and French. To me, it 
looked pretty good, but then again 
I’m a bit of a slob.

Later, a third bookseller arrived 
from New York, who seemed a 
little too pleasant for this busi-
ness, and who is the author of 
the catalogue you are currently 
holding. In subsequent phone 
calls, we agreed to collaborate on 
an offer for the unclaimed bulk 
of the library. Months passed. We 
were asked for an offer on the 
occult collection, an offer on the 
previously set-aside poetry book-
lets. Friends of Gerrit were raising 
funds to preserve the library in 
tact. Friends of Gerrit had given 
this up. The occult booksellers 
had, mysteriously, backed out. 
The collection itself seemed to be 
cursed.

Every month or so, usually a day 
or two after all hope has been 
abandoned, the executor would 
contact me with further  



developments. A volunteer was 
cataloguing all 15,000 books. The 
same volunteer was going to  
photograph all the spines and 
put the photographed books out 
for bid. And then, out of the blue, 
while sitting down for a Pepe  
pizza in downtown New Haven, 
the call came in: we were getting 
the whole lot.

The subsequent packing and 
hauling of hundreds of boxes 
in a defective Uhaul is, to para-
phrase Benjamin, no longer part 
of the story. What remains are 
these humble offerings from the 
library of our own 20th century, 
New-English John Dee.

– Sam Burton
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